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Return to America's most beloved decade of music, when every song on the 
radio was a hit. The band is rockin' and the cast is boppin', strollin' and twistin' 
the night away, with over 60 of your favorite songs- from the rock and roll 
classics of Jerry Lee Lewis, Buddy Holly and Elvis to the sensational 
harmonies of DooWop. It's another "blast from the past", complete with side-
splitting comedy. From hula hoops to the hand jive, come join in the fun! 

 
 

Jul. 2 - Nov. 2 
e-mail : info @ 

savannahtheatrecom 

 
Tel: 912-233-7764  
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Secretary/Treasurer Report 
 

On April 28 I sent 60 dues reminder cards to the FSR members who our records show had not paid dues 
for 2007 and 2008. As I am writing this during the last week in May, I have not received any response 
from the members listed below. Sadly, any of these members who do not send in a dues payment by 
August 1st will be dropped from membership. Dues are $10 per year and should be sent to the FSR 
Secretary/Treasure whose address is listed elsewhere in this newsletter. Our thanks to any of those listed 
who may have paid by the time the news letter is published. 
 
Ellanor Anderson    Robert H. Barnes   Daniel E. Caris  
Robert K. Crothers    Guy T. Crowe    David C. Detamore  
Mae Dougan    Laverne Faubion    Amelia C. Florer 
Alex Friedman   Jacqueline Griffin   Melvin Howell 
H. Pat Hunter    Eileen T. Hussey   Marion Jordan 
James D. Ludwig   Sylvia Manez    Marsha McAnally 
Douglas A. McCartha   Lulu Merriman   Albert C. Michaels 
Frances Moldenhauer   Joseph N. Monterosso   Evelyn Morrissey 
Samuel G. Parsons   James Pendergast   Gary Perkins 
Leonard H. Pithan   Billy R. Rhodes   Diane Russell 
George C. Sackett   Harvey F. Sanford   Edwin B. Schaeffer 
Robert F. Schweitzer   Charles D. Steuben   Marguerite Thornbury 
Laura J. Wemhoener   Katherine Wiegel   George C. Zaremba       
 
I also want to mention that we have many members who have not paid dues for 2008. Dues are payable 
January 1 each year and are delinquent August 1. Reminder notices will be sent to those that still haven’t 
paid by then. I hope you will save us the time and expense of doing that. If you are not sure of your dues 
status, take a look at the mailing label on this newsletter. The year shown is the last year for which you 
have paid dues. I know I said all this before but I think it bears repeating.  
 

We appreciate receiving up dates of your mailing address as well as your email address. If you don’t keep 
us up to date when you change your mailing address, the Post Office charges to send your change of 
address to us when a newsletter is sent. Also, the Post Office does not send your phone number which in 
many cases is changed if you move out of your former area. 
 

 More FSR information is available online to those who have email. However, to get that information you 
must keep us informed if you change your email address. If you send us a change with your dues check, 
be sure to write it so it is legible. Actually, if you send it by email it makes it much easier to know we 
have it right. If you do send it by email, be sure to put your name on it. We have received some without a 
name and had quite a time determining who sent it.   Frank 
 
In Memoriam 
 
Members whose passing we have learned of since the last newsletter. 
 

Leroy D. Johnson  1-8-08  J. Ray Capehart  1-18-08  Tom Kamikido  12-7-07 
Robert L. Goodrich  3-13-08  Carol Brady  5-22-07             Margaret Franchello 4-6-08  
Clifford D. Gibbons  2-26-07  Robert A. Latulipe  6-06  O. K. Stampley  10-25-07 
E. Lee Jett  4-20-08   Pauline (Plourde) Rando 10-07 Martin Blackwood 3-11-08 

MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES THAT WE’VE LOST – 

E. Lee Jett, 90, spent 30 years in what became the 
FAA. Lee’s obituary was in the Washington Post 

on 5-3-08.  He retired in 1980 as Chief of Int’l 
Ops in the FAA’s Liaison Branch. In the 60’s, he 
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played a leading role advising the Turkish 
government on modernizing its ATC system and 
establishing routes with Iran and Pakistan. Upon 
retirement, he did consulting work with ICAO and 
did some work in real estate. 
 
Martin Blackwood  passed away Mar. 11, 2008. 
He was at O'Hare ACDO 31 at time of retirement.  
He'd been sick with Alzheimer's for 10 or so years 
but pneumonia took him.. Mary Blackwood is 
now our member. 

Tom Kamikido , a former FSR’er, passed away 
from cancer in Las Vegas Dec.7, 2007. During 
WWII, Tom was in a Japanese internment camp in 
Bishop, CA. He enlisted in the Air Force so he 
could get out of there. After retiring from the Air 
Force he joined the FAA and worked in Flight 
Inspection, in Tokyo 1970, and retired in 1995. 
After Tokyo he worked at LAX and Honolulu.  

Robert Goodrich, a former FSR’er, died on 
March 13, 2008.  Before retiring, he capped a 34-
year government career by serving as the Director 
of Flight Standards (AFS-1) in Washington HQ.  
His daughter reports that his career included time 
in the Cleveland Center, with ATC in Great Falls, 
MT, and with Flight Standards in Minneapolis 
(where he spent many years flying the DC-3).  
These were in addition to his position in 
Washington, D.C. and with Flight Standards in 
Oklahoma City.  He died suddenly and 
unexpectedly at his home in Mesa, AZ. 
 
Joe Rotelli passed away on Mar 2, 2008 after a 2-
yr illness.  Though not a member of the FSR, Joe 
served 25 years with the FAA.  During WW II, he 
was stationed in England.  When he returned to 
the U.S., he joined UAL and used his A & E 
certificate working as a mechanic. He joined TWA 

as a Flight Engineer in 1960 but he soon left to 
join the FAA. He spent 25 years as an FAA 
Aviation Safety Inspector (ASI) before retiring. 
 
Pauline (Plourde) Rando died in October 2007.  
She worked as an FAA secretary in Bedford, MA, 
and then in Frankfurt, Germany in the early 70’s.  
Pauline is survived by her husband Joe and their 
son, daughter-in-law, and grandson. 
 
Margaret Ellen Franchello died April 6, 2008 at 
the age of 88.  A resident of Granville, Ohio, she 
was preceded in death by her husband, Bernard D. 
“Jim” Franchello, in Aug, 1996. 
 
OK Stampley passed away on Oct 25, 2007.  He 
had been a Flight Test Engineer in the L.A. 
Aircraft Certification Office. Stampley earned his 
pilot certificate prior to his college graduation in 
1938. Then worked for Eastern Airlines and 
Lockheed-Vega while also joining the Naval 
Reserve and served as a Naval 
Architect/Aeronautical Engineering Officer during 
the war years. He then transferred to the FAA as a 
flight test engineer/supervisor where he was 
involved in certification tests of all new transport 
airplanes from the L-1049 Constellation to the B-
747 and development of criteria for the supersonic 
transport.  In 1976 he retired from the Navy 
reserve as a commander; he retired from his FAA 
office in Van Nuys, CA in 1978. 
 
Jim Enias passed away recently. Tom Imrich sent 
a note commenting that, as an Operations 
Inspector (retired from HQ AFS-410), Jim was a 
big help in his work with Boeing in getting 
approvals on Cat III, HUD, Cat II on type 1 ILS, 
and a host of other advances. 

ADDRESS CHANGES � 
  

Shirley C. Pick 
8572 W. Stirrup St. 
Boise, ID 83709 
(208) 859-2654 
  

Irving E. Morrill 
New address  for Oct. 1 to May 1 
834 Wildwood cir. 

Port Orange, FL 32127 
MN address valid May 1 to Oct 1 
  
Paul F. Richardson  
828 Cole Road 
Oakland, OR 97462 
Phone (541) 459-0285 
Email address: none 
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 James M, Bab 
150 Quebec St. Apt. 305-E 
Denver, CO 80230 
Phone (720) 859-0272 
  
David L. Crook 
78 Donald Dr. 
Goffstown, NH 03045 
  

Gary Perkins 
4636 Lebanon Pike #388 
Hermitage, TN 37076 
Phone (305) 331-8158 
Email garyperkins@avsog.com 
 
 
 
 

Jack H. Tompkins 
8433 Southside Blvd.  Apt. 1106 
Jacksonville, FL 32256-8474 
 

Donald L. Van Handel 
Email:  donlavena1@mac.com 
  

C. Kenneth Moon    
Email:  JI66036@aol.com 
 

Ralph I. Prey 
Email:  ralphprey@att.net 
  

George Lee 
Email: gwlee3901@sbcglobal.com 
 

Russell Graves  
Email: janruss@fiberpipe.net 

 

Changes from the post office � 
Phone # in the March ‘07 Roster may not be correct. 
  
Philip R. Cramer 
10440 Stone Canyon Rd.  Apt 215 
Dallas, TX 75230-4842 
  

Ernest F. Delman 
1601 Lakeshore Dr.  Apt B 
Edmond, OK 73013-3034 
  

Arnold D. Gottlieb 
640 Ballantrae Dr.  Apt B 
Northbrook, IL 60062-2775 
  

James D. Ludwig 
1318 General George Patton Rd. 
Nashville, TN 37221-2443 
  

Ruth Smalley 
9800 Daleview Dr. 
South Lyon, MI 48178-9113 
 

Membership discontinued: 
Carol A. Tapper 
 Roger Knight  

New Member 
James (Jim) Duea      
11224 NW 109th St. 
Yukon, OK 73099-8028 
(405) 373-1898 
jimduea@cox.net 
AS-IP  1969-1997 
Work locations MSP, Tokyo, OKC 
 

Dennis L. Cmunt  (Leona J) 
12925 S. LaGrange Rd. 
Palos Park, IL 60464 
(708) 528-1811 
redbaron351@msn.com 
GA-O  1997- 
DuPage FSDO, West Chicago, IL 

Karen Kuite  (Rick) 
7320 Whitneyville Ave. 
Alto, MI 49302 
(616) 868-7178 
kkuite@hotmail.com 
ADM  1969-2008 
GRR FSDO, Grand Rapids, MI 
 
Ernest M. Lorelli  (Jeanie) 
6055 Palm Ave. 
Riverside, CA 92506 
(909) 781-7033 
AC-M, GA-M,AS-ET 1964-1983 
LAX, SAN DIEGO, PHOENIX 
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Membership Reinstated  James E. Lytle 
     8122 Deer Forest Dr. 
     San Antonio, TX 78239 
     (210) 590- 6797 
     lytle-j@sbcglobal.net 
    AC-A, GA-A,AS-A  1957-1994, SOUTHWEST REGION; FAA ACADEMY 
 
MEMBER NEWS  
 
Kay O’Brien says that she just returned to 
Washington from her annual winter months in 
Clearwater, FL. She reported the loss of her friend 
Eddie Blatt, who died in April at the age of 96. 
Eddie had been Joe’s secretary when Joe was the 
Regional Administrator and then moved with him 
to D.C.  Eddie had been ill for several years. 
 

Bill Withycombe (AWP-1) dropped a note to us 
back in  December. [Editor Comment: I missed it 
as I was trying to get my house rebuilt at the time. 
We had a water line come apart while we were at 
the 2007 reunion and almost the whole of the 
downstairs had to be gutted.  We had to move to a 
hotel for 5 months. Things were hectic then. jk]  
Bill reported his continuing with his job at the 
FAA.  He says that he “still enjoys the work and 
the job.”  Bill is the FAA’s Administrator for the 
Western-Pacific Region.  He, as have many of 
you, wrote of his thanks to the FSR’s officers that 
keep the organization going. 
 

Mary “Peanut” Jones writes that she enjoys 
receiving and reading our newsletter.  She said 
that she has now celebrated101 birthdays. 
 

Laverne Moldenhauer wrote a nice note to us 
about our newsletter.  She mentioned her 58 years 
with her husband and pilot “A.C.”  She wrote of 
AC’s stories of all the countries to which he flew, 
the weather and the close calls.  But there was 
always the joy of being a pilot.  Laverne says that 
she can’t get around any more and won’t be 
attending reunions.  She says that age has taken 
over now.  She will not be renewing her 
membership. 
 

Bill Abram  (gatorbait1@earthlink.net) also 
commented on our "Life of a Pilot" piece.  He says 
"… was the best.  Too bad the source of it couldn't 
be found.  Those of us who flew DC-3s, DC-4s, 
DC-8s, Convairs and all the rest can wollow 

around in the past, almost with tears.  Thanks a 
bunch for finding and publishing a beautiful 
reminder." 
 

Chuck Staley wrote to thank everyone involved 
in keeping our organization going.  He liked, as 
did numerous others, the March newsletter article 
that we published on “The Life of a Pilot”.  These 
days, Chuck and his wife live in Kailua, HI.  He 

says that they 
aren’t able to 
get to the 
reunions, but 
he makes a big 
effort to make 
it to his Navy 
reunions �- his 
old VR-24 

transport squadron that flew from Port Lyautey in 
Kenitra, Morrocco.  Chuck joined the CAA/FAA 
in 1958 and worked his way to being the Chief of 
the Int’l Field Office in Manila during the 
Vietnam era (’67-‘76).  He says that he had our 
webmaster, Gene Haldas, working for him back 
then.  He retired from both the FAA and the Navy 
Reserve in 1980. 

- On our question about the combined FSR 
Secretary/Treasurer job, Chuck feels that, with our 
membership limitations, the joint position works 
and meets most of our needs. 

- On the issue of obtaining and retaining members 
in the FSR, Chuck suggests that the problem is a 
part of our modern way of life.  He would like to 
think that he could come up with a good idea, and 
the suggestion of an alternating year reunion 
might work.  However, he also recognizes that our 
long-time members, those that make all of the 
reunions, would not be pleased with a change 
from our annual reunions.  
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Lois & Bud Shaw write: “Bud & I are on a 
mission.  We are working on another reunion, 
Bud's high school class of 1943 from Russell, 
Kansas.  This will be the 65th Year Reunion.  It 
will start on October 15th, 2008 in Russell, 
Kansas.  Out of the 81 graduating students, 42 
have passed away and we have 29 that have 
indicated they will be attending the reunion. The 
last reunion was in 1998.  We will have oxygen 
tanks, wheelchairs, walkers, canes and a lively 
spirit among those attending. (I'm doing all the 
calling of the non-Kansas residents and it's been 
interesting to hear the giggles from those that will 
be attending.)” 
 

J.O. Johnson sent in his “catch-up” dues and a 
few notes.  He did about 21 years with the NTSB, 
working closely with general aviation side of 
Flight Standards,  before joining the FAA. He 
spent his last 4 years with the FAA and says he 
enjoys keeping up with everyone via our 
newsletter. 

 

Fred Martin says that he would like to make 
Savannah, but isn’t sure.  The 8th Air Force 
Museum draws him in that a student officer that 
he had in his flight ����at Moore AFB in Mission, 
TX (1959) ����became a “three star” and is the 
founder of the museum. That was LtGen E.G. 
Shuler, better known as “Buck”.  Outside the 
entrance is the F4C that he flew in combat; inside 
the entryway is a statue of him.  Should Fred not 
make it, he wishes everyone a fine time. 

Bill Ayton expressed his “Thank you” to the FSR 
for the work that it does.  He says that he was the 
FSR historian for over 10 years.  In that time he 
hauled the boxes of records and photos to reunions 
and never heard those words back then.   He is 
looking forward to the Savannah reunion. At age 
84, after two cancer operations, a new knee and a 
back operation, he is feeling strong and volunteers 
at the local hospital.

 
THE MEANING OF FAITH  
 

A lot of times we go to the doctor because we suffer from something that seems to hit us every day.  We 
ask the question, "How long do I have to put up with this?"  When we think of the answer, we can only 
come to the conclusion, "One day at a time." 
 

As we look at our world, or local happenings and personal tragedies, we often are left bewildered and 
shattered.  We struggle for answers, to find meaning and reason for life's experiences, but often we hear 
only the echo of our own lonely cries.  Before giving in to despair and discouragement, let us look again 
at the Christian faith and what it really means. 
 

 The Hebrew writer said, "Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and 
certain of what we do not see." Faith is accepting what we cannot 
understand.  Faith is a willingness to go on believing. Faith is trusting when 
reasons for trusting look a little shaky.  Faith is living one day at a time.  
Faith says, "Let us go on."  Yesterday is gone.  Tomorrow is not here.  
Today is all we have.  We will accept it and with God's grace make the best 
of it, one day a time.  Events of the past shape us for better or for worse, 
while future events will be tempered by our vision, faith and sensitivity. 
 

 The following is written on the door at Maxwell Air Force Base.  "This is 
the beginning of a new day.  I can waste it or use it for good.  What I do 
today is important because I am exchanging a day of my life for it.  When 
tomorrow comes, this day will be gone forever, leaving something in its 
place which I have traded for it.  I want it to be gain, not loss; good not evil; 
success, not failure, in order that I shall not forget the price I paid for it." 

            Your Chaplain, Lois Shaw 
      � Who is very blessed yesterday, today and tomorrow.  
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THE BUSINESS OF AVIATION – it’s hurting!   
2 April�� Aloha Airlines' Final Flight  …."This is 
an incredibly dark day for Hawaii," said David 
Banmiller, Aloha Airlines' president and chief 
executive officer, as the airline completed its last flight 
on Monday, after 61 years of operation. "We simply 
ran out of time to find a qualified buyer or secure 
continued financing for our passenger busi- ness," he 
said. Banmiller blamed "unfair compete- tion" for 
driving the airline out of business. Mesa Air Group's 
“Go!” airline started up operations in Hawaii two years 
ago, offering inter-island fares as low as $19 each way. 
The Aloha shutdown will affect about 1,900 
employees, although many of them may continue 
working in Aloha's air cargo unit while the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court seeks bids from potential buyers. 
The last flight was flown from Kahului with the 
company's most senior pilot and most junior pilot in 
the cockpit. 
 

3 April�� ATA Bankruptcy  - 
When ATA Airlines filed for bankruptcy, it 
immediately and without warning halted all flights��  
after 35 years in operation, the airline Thursday left its 
passengers stranded and nearly all of its 2,200 
employees are now unemployed. The sudden stoppage 
was explained by ATA in a statement that said FedEx 
had cancelled a charter agreement with the airline, 
leaving ATA unable to offset fuel prices. World 
Airways and North American Airlines, two airlines 
acquired by ATA's parent group, ATA Acquisition 
Inc., are not in bankruptcy, according to court 
documents. While ATA warned other airlines of its 
impending shutdown, asking them to help its soon to 
be stranded passengers. Northwest Airlines said it will 
honor ATA tickets for flights to and from Hawaii and 
Cancun through May 3 for a fee of $100 per leg. 
Southwest will honor any tickets issued to is own 
customers, or provide those customers with refunds. 
For those passengers that arrived at ATA check-in 
points to empty counters said they received no notice 
of their flight's cancellation. They are encouraged to 
seek financial return from their credit card companies 
(if that's how they purchased their tickets). ATA 
frequent fliers currently can expect their accrued 
mileage to be worthless. Some employees say they got 
phone calls, some at 3 a.m. letting them know their 
services were no longer required. 
 

3 April��Skybus Airlines To Fold.  The carrier 
began operations in May 2007; now "America's 
Ryanair" is going the way of the dodo. Skybus 
Airlines, which prided itself on bare-bones operations 
and super-low fares, announced the airline will shut 

down after April 5.  "Skybus struggled to overcome the 
combination of rising jet fuel costs and a slowing 
economic environment," the carrier wrote. "These two 
issues proved to be insurmountable for a new carrier.  
 
"We deeply regret the impact this decision will have on 
our employees and their families, customers, vendors, 
suppliers, airport officials and others in the cities in 
which we have operated. Our financial condition is 
such that our Board of Directors felt it had no choice 
but to cease operations."  
 
Skybus offered minimalist accommodations and 
threadbare customer service in exchange for low ticket 
prices. The carrier briefly made waves for its offering a 
handful of seats on each flight for just $10, though 
most Skybus fares came closer to ticket prices offered 
by other low-cost carriers. The price of a Skybus ticket 
covered the seat to sit in... and not much else. 
Passengers paid extra for such niceties as checked 
luggage, or in-cabin food and beverages (no outside 
food allowed.) The airline also held costs down by 
selling tickets exclusively online�� no agents at the 
airport�� and by flying to relatively out-of-the-way 
airports, in some cases located hours from the major 
cities they ostensibly served.  
 
While the idea of a no-frills US airline had its merits, 
many analysts and pundits felt the writing was on the 
wall for Skybus from the start... and was made even 
clearer by surging fuel prices. Airline founder and 
CEO Bill Diffenderffer resigned March 24, reports The 
Winston-Salem Journal, and the carrier's operations VP 
left the airline Tuesday.  
 
This week will go down as one of the worst ever for 
US airlines, as no fewer than four carriers�� Aloha 
Airlines, Champion Air, ATA Airlines, and now 
Skybus�� folded up shop this week, or announced 
imminent plans to do so. A fifth airline, Sun Country 
Airlines, announced it will place nearly 30 percent of 
its pilots on furlough over the summer, though 
company officials says it plans to rehire them in late 
October.  
 
3 April�� Charter flight operator Champion Air  
will cease operations on May 31, resulting in the 
elimination of 72 jobs in the Dallas-Fort Worth area.  
The Bloomington, MN-based company blamed record-
high oil prices and a trend away from charter carriers 
for certain types of flying as reasons for its closure. 
 
"Unfortunately, our business model is no longer viable 
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in a world of $110 [per barrel] oil, a struggling 
economy and rapidly changing demand for our 
services," CEO Lee Steele said in statement."Those 
factors also have impeded our efforts to attract new 
capital and new investors," Steel said. "Accordingly, 
the management team and our board of directors have 
decided that the best course of action is to cease flying 
and to wind up our operations in a responsible, 
deliberate manner." 
 
Champion's 550 employees, most of whom are based 
in Bloomington, were being notified of the move and 
will receive pay and benefits through May 31.  
Champion Air had operations at Terminals D and E at 
Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport. The company 
told the Texas Workforce Commission it will lay off 
19 pilots, 41 flight attendants, six aircraft mechanics 
and six station personnel at DFW Airport. 
Champion Air has a 14-plane fleet of three-engine 
Boeing 727s; it owns a portion of the fleet and leases 
the rest. 
 
3 April�� ATA Airlines  last night filed a petition 
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection and this 
morning discontinued all of its operations. ATA said 
an "unexpected cancellation" of a military charter 
contract, provided through an agreement with FedEx, 
dried up its capital and necessitated the stop in service.  
�
4 April�� Sun Country Airlines … Minnesota-based 
low-cost carrier Sun Country Airlines announced plans 
to furlough nearly 30 percent of its pilots, effective 
May 1. Airline executives are calling it a temporary 
move... but given that already this week we've seen 
closure announcements from Aloha Airlines, 
Champion Air, and now ATA Airlines, that's open to 
some critical thinking.  
 
According to the St. Paul Pioneer Press, letters went 
out to 45 of Sun Country's 156 pilots last Friday, 
telling them they'll need to find summer jobs. "We are 
not going to be flying as much this summer because of 
rising fuel prices," Sun Country spokeswoman Wendy 
Blackshaw said.  Current plans call for the furloughed 
pilots to return to their jobs October 31, according to 
the airline. Affected pilots will continue to accrue 
seniority and retain benefits.  
 
Based in Mendota Heights, MN, Sun Country flies 
primarily to vacation destinations in the US, Mexico 
and the Caribbean. The airline lost $25 million in FY 
2007, and recently hired former AirTran CFO Stan 
Gadek as its new Chief Executive to help stop the 
bleeding of red ink.  

 
Eos Airlines shut down and filed for bankruptcy 
in the Southern District of New York. On April 26 we 
plan to operate Flight 6 (8:30pm) from JFK to STN. 
On April 27, we plan to operate Flights 3 (1:00pm) and 
7 (6:30pm) from STN to JFK. Flight 5 from STN to 
JFK and all flights from JFK to STN on April 27 are 
canceled. We will cease operations entirely after April 
27. 
 
The airline reconfigured B-757s meant for 220 
passengers with 48 seats that could extend into a flat 
bed. Flights served wine, champagne, cock- tails and 
gourmet foods. Individual DVD players, and helicopter 
rides to the airport were offered to some travelers.  
New York to London flights, which it offered twice a 
day, cost from $3,500 to $9,000 roundtrip. 
 
The luxuries came to an end as Purchase, N.Y.-based 
Eos ceased operations after filing for bankruptcy 
protection, the latest casualty of a credit crunch and a 
money-losing airline industry that has been hit hard by 
high fuel prices. 
 

The latest casualty ����A handful of small carriers 
have filed for Chapter 11 or gone out of business in 
recent months. MAXjet Airways, one of Eos' rivals in 
the all-business-class niche, stopped flying in 
December. Even then, analysts questioned the viability 
of all-business-class airlines.  The smaller carriers face 
stiff competition from deeper-pocketed large airlines 
that offer business-class service along similar routes. 
While business class service can be very profitable, it's 
a thin market, airline experts say that any loss of 
market share can devastate a carrier that only offers 
business class. 
 

29 May ��� FLIGHT OPTIONS Cuts Staff  
Flight Options, a fractional operator based in 
Cleveland, Ohio, has laid off about 200 workers across 
the country, including about 75 pilots, the Cleveland 
Plain Dealer reported on Wednesday. The company 
blamed high fuel prices and overall economic 
conditions for a reduction in demand over the last few 
months, and said in a statement that "we anticipate that 
prevailing economic conditions will continue." Pilots 
for the company joined the International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters two years ago, but no contract is yet in 
place, the Plain Dealer reported. Some pilots 
complained that the job cuts were not based on 
seniority. The company said "productivity" drove the 
decisions, but some pilots said union activists were 
targeted. Flight Options operates a fleet of over 130 
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aircraft, including the Hawker 400XP, Hawker 850XP, 
Citation X and Embraer Legacy. 
 
7 Jun ��  Essential Air Service (EAS) is a 
government program that subsidizes airlines that 
provide air service to rural communities. You may 
have seen the news saying that, even with gov't help, 
the operators just can't afford to do it. With rising fuel 
costs and spiraling debt loads, one of the cost-cutting 
steps being taken is for some regional airlines to trim 
or cancel service to smaller communities. 
 
Regional carriers cite flaws with the program, but one 
that stands out is that the amount of subsidies on each 
route are fixed, and haven't increased to compensate 
for skyrocketing fuel costs. So far this year, airlines 
have asked to opt out of EAS contracts to 20 cities... 

almost matching the 2007 total of 24 communities. 
Often, those communities receive little warning they're 
about to lose airline service.  
 
Jim Corridore, an analyst with Standards & Poor's, 
commented on the EAS. "This is not a charity," 
Corridore said. "Airlines are in a business to make 
money, and they're not. In fact, they're  
losing billions of dollars. So something needs to be 
cut." In the case of Air Midwest, that "something" 
proved to be the entire airline. The Mesa Air Group 
subsidiary will go out of business by the end of this 
month, leaving 20 cities in 10 states with fewer -- and 
in some cases, zero -- options for air travel.  
 

 

EDITOR’S CORNER 
I imagine that most of you find it difficult to write.  
I do okay, but, in this last year, I probably haven’t 
written more than one letter.  The young folks do 
text mail.  I still can’t figure out how to use my 
wife’s cell phone.  (And yet I once piloted 
Constellations through our skies.)  Anyhow, in my 
year and a hald (plus or minus) as your editor, I’ve 
been seeing notes from our members that indicate 
their keeping up with everyone via this newsletter.  
I am trying to retype and include notes from you in 
these pages. You could make it easier on my if you 
could send me a note via e-mail.  So far I haven’t 
been overwhelmed with notes.  
 

On my question about having a secretary/treasurer 
vise a secretary and a treasurer, most of you vote 
for the former as it takes only one person.  So far 
no one has volunteered to be that one person.  
While a minority position, I still find that I would 
rather see the job made simpler by dividing it up.  I 
think that it would be easier to find a volunteer 
when the demands of the job are not as great. 
 

On my question of changing the time between 
reunion meetings, there I have also been outvoted.  
Since my question, there has been a significant 
increase as the cost of travel.  As one of the 
younger members, only being in my 70th year, I 
can understand those of our members that do not 

want to take too long between gatherings for fear 
of losing a friend to the inevitability of old age.  On 
the other hand, for those in their 60’s, it might be 
more of an attraction to attend if a great number of 
members came because they hadn’t seen everyone 
in just the previous year. 
 

This ties in with my volunteering to be something 
of a “new member committee” chairman for our 
organization.  I don’t think that we are going to get 
a lot of members by asking those of you that are 
75+ to give memberships to your friends.  What we 
need to bring in to keep our group going is the new 
retirees.  That means those that are still in their 
60’s.  I’ve contacted the Flight Standards union 
people ���the PASS folks ����to see if they can do 
some advertising for us in their publications.  
(Susan Hughes Yagota suggested that as an option 
that I have now pursued.) I don’t know if they’ve 
done anything for us as of yet.  Pursuing it from the 
management side has not been very productive.  I 
have not yet contacted anyone in the management 
ranks that is able to “get the word out” for us.  If 
any of you has a personal contact in today’s 
management, please use that to help us advertise 
the Flight Standards Retirees. 
     Jack 
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 FROM THE WEBMASTER  
 

The activity on our web site is pretty low. We 
average about 10 hits a day most of which are 
generated by people doing  various FAA searches 
on Google. With over 300 email addresses would 
indicate at least that many members have a 
computer. So from these statistics it would seem 
there is very little interest in our web site. 
  
During April and May email messages were sent to 
all members having an email address advising them 
of the availability of receiving a membership roster 
via email. About 20% of the members responded 

and were sent a copy of the 2008 Roster. Because 
of the change in our By-Laws the roster is now 
mailed out on a Bi-annual basis, the 2009 roster 
will be the next one sent out by US mail. The 2008 
roster is still available by submitting an email 
request to the webmaster. 
 
If you want to check out our bylaws, see pictures of 
our past reunions, or check the latest news on our 
Savannah reunion, check our web-site:  www.faa-
fsr.com. 
    Gene 
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Bipartisan Senate Bill Calls For Increased FAA Oversight 

This week, US senators Claire McCaskill (D-MO) and Arlen Specter (R-PA) introduced the 
Safe Aviation Facilities Ensure Aircraft Integrity and Reliability Act of 2008. which calls for 
stricter oversight of foreign repair stations. Not surprisingly, the Professional Aviation Safety 
Specialists (PASS), AFL-CIO -- the union that represents more than 11,000 FAA employees -- 
including aviation safety inspectors, are commending the action. 
 

PASS National President Tom Brantley released the following statement regarding the bill: 
"In light of recent failures of FAA management in addressing inspector’s repeated safety concerns in 
this country, it is clear that the FAA must be more vigilant in how it oversees the industry. The 
McCaskill-Specter SAFE AIR Act takes aggressive action by ensuring that all major air carrier 
maintenance work only be performed by certificated repair stations, that foreign certificated repair 
stations are inspected at least twice a year by an FAA inspector, and that all workers working on U.S. 
aircraft at foreign repair facilities be drug and alcohol tested. If a foreign repair facility wants to work on 
US-registered aircraft or any aircraft that operates in this country, meeting the same safety standards as 
domestic repair stations should be non-negotiable. 
 

"U.S. air carriers are increasingly relying upon overseas repair facilities to perform critical maintenance 
work on its aircraft, and yet, many of these facilities are not subject to the same level of oversight, 
scrutiny and inspections as domestic repair stations. With airlines taking tremendous cost-cutting steps 
to reduce overhead and operating expenses, now is the time for the FAA to increase its oversight of 
airline maintenance, especially oversees. 
 

"We commend Senators McCaskill and Specter for their efforts to raise attention on this very important 
matter. This bill is critical to the safety of the flying public, and we are hopeful that it will be enacted so 
that we can continue to defend this country’s reputation as having the safest aviation system in the 
world."  
 

PASS represents more than 11,000 employees of the Federal Aviation Administration and the 
Department of Defense who install, maintain, support and certify air traffic control and national defense 
equipment, inspect and oversee the commercial and general aviation industries, develop flight 
procedures and perform quality analyses of the aviation systems. 
FMI: www.passnational.org 
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                   Flight Standards Retirees 
 

REGISTRATION AND EVENTS FOR THE 37TH FAA FLIGHT STANDARDS REUNION 
September  21 - 25, 2008 

Hilton Savannah Desoto, 15 E. Liberty Street, Savan nah, Georgia 31401 

Reservations 1-800-426-8483 or 800-445-8667 
!!!Cut- Off Date for Reservations is August 22.2008!!! 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 DATE     TIME                  EVENTS            COST  PERSONS  COST 

 
          Sept 21 Sun      10:00 - 4:00 p.m.                 Registration              $15          _______         _______ 
                           (Members and Guests) 
 
             2:00 – 5:00 p.m.          Hospitality (Pulaski Room) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
          Sept 22 Mon      8:00 – 9:00 a.m.                  Registration 
 
             7:45 – 8:45 a.m..         Executive Board Meeting 
 
             9:00 -10:30 a.m.        General Meeting (Harbor View) 
 
             11:00 – 3:00 p.m.          The Paula Deen Tour   $54          _______    _________ 
 
             12:00 – 5:00 p.m.     Hospitality Room      
 
              6:00 – 10:00 p.m.    Dinner Buffet    $55    ________   _________ 
      Cash Bar (Atrium)  
  
          Sept 23 Tues       9:00 – 12:30 p.m.        Visit the Mighty 8th Air Force 
                      Heritage Museum                    $27         _________   __________ 
 
          Sept 24 Wed  7:45- 8:45 a.m.             Executive Board Meeting 
  
               9:00 – 11:00 a.m.       General Meeting (Harbor View) 
   
             12:00 – 5:00 p.m.  Hospitality Room open 
  
               6:00 – 10:00 p.m.          Dinner (Harbor View)    $43        _________  __________ 

London Broil      ……………………………….  ____ 
Boneless Chicken Breast   ………………….   ____ 
Baked Flounder stuffed 
                        with crabmeat ……………….   ____ 
Special diet with notice_______________________ 

       TOTAL         ___________ 
 
 
           Sept 25 Thurs    8:00 – 11:00a.m.   Farewell w/coffee and rolls (Hospitality Room) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Checks payable to: Flight Standards Retirees 
Mail to: Frank Kellogg, Treasurer P O Box 2109, Freedom, CA 95019 …..by August 22, 2008 
 

NAMES OF ATTENDEES   1._________________________                     2________________________________ 
 
 
PERMANENT NAME TAGS: $7 Send request to: Lois Shaw P.O. Box 2065 Port Angeles, WA 98362 
Telephone number (360) 452-6374 or Email: uncbud@q.com 

Need accommodations for wheelchair ( ) Walker ( ) or ? 

Food Selection required!!! 
If none is made, you get leftovers! 
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FLIGHT STANDARDS RETIREES INC.       

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

        DATE: __________________ 

  
 
 

NAME: __________________________________SPOUSE'S NAME:________________________________ 
 
           Renewing with changed contact information                                                     New membership 
 
 

 
ADDRESS: _________________________________ TELEPHONE:(        )__________________________ 
 
CITY:________________________ STATE: _____     ZIP CODE:___________ 
 

 
DOB (OPTIONAL) _____ _YEARS OF SERVICE_________________________________________________ 

                (YEAR STARTED)              (YEAR RETIRED)               (still working) 
 
TYPE AND CLASSIFICATION OF WORK* _____________________________________________________ 

WORK LOCATIONS:________________________ ____________________________________________ 
(CITIES, WASHINGTON OFFICE, REGIONS OR CENTERS) 

COMMENTS: __________________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:    

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF SUGGESTED MEMBERS 

  

ANNUAL DUES OF $10 ARE 
PAYABLE EACH JANUARY 1ST. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 

FLIGHT STANDARDS RETIREES INC 

SEND DUES TO SECRETARY-TREASURER 
ADDRESS: 

Frank L. Kellogg, Jr. 
P.O. Box 2109 
Freedom, CA 95019   

*ABBREVIATIONS FOR TYPE OF CLASSIFICATION OF WORK ASSIGNMENT 

AC-A  AIR CARRIER AVIONICS  
AC-M  AIR CARRIER MAINTENANCE  
AC-O  AIR CARRIER OPERATIONS 
GA-A  GENERAL AVIATION AVIONICS 
GA-M  GENERAL AVIATION MAINTENANCE 
GA-O  GENERAL AVIATION OPERATIONS 
ENG  AIRCRAFT ENGINEERING AIRCRAFT 
MFG  MANUFACTURING 
 

AS-A   AIRCRAFT AVIONICS TECH 
AS-M   AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE  
AS-ET  AIRBORNE ELEC. TECH.  
AS-IP   AIRSPACE SYS INSPEC PILOT 
ADM    ADMINISTRATIVE, CLERICAL, 
              AND SECRETARIAL 
CAAG CIVIL AVIATION ADVISORY GROUP 
 ICAO   INT’L. CIVIL AVIATION ORG.  
OTHER _____ SPECIFY_________ 

 
(IF APPROPRIATE, MORE THAN ONE CODE MAY BE SHOWN) 

 

We invite our retired friends, as well as those still-working members of Flight Standards, Flight Inspection, and Flight Test 
to join the FSR organization. 
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