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          Well folks it’s time to wipe the  
          dust off the old Plymouth, start 
to do a little planning and think about packing some 
bags to attend this year’s FSR Reunion in Rapid 
City, South Dakota.  It’s amazing how quickly time 
is passing and this will be the last newsletter until we 
meet for the 38th FSR Reunion, Sept. 10th through 
14th .  
 
The hotel and the tour agency both are asking for 
final attendee counts by Aug. 11th.  The reunion is 

still months away, but lets do some early planning 
and submit your application forms as early as 
possible.  If any member should have a change in 
plans and has submitted their application and 
payment, we will refund payments if notified prior to 
the Aug 11th deadline which has been established by 
the hotel and vendors.  
 
For those arriving by airline, the hotel (Rushmore 
Plaza Holiday Inn) has a shuttle that will pick you up 
at the airport.  If you fly in and rent a car, the 
following directions will take you to the hotel:  From 
the airport take highway 44 to 5th street just pass the 
Hubbard Mill/railroad tracks, turn right and it will be 
approximately a block and a half.  Should you decide 
to drive to Rapid City, take exit 58 off of I-90 and go 
south approximately two miles.  For all reunion 
events, transportation is provided. 

 
A quick review of the events planned during your stay is as follows: 
 

1. Friday is the Air and Space Museum and Base Tour at Ellsworth AFB.  I have had difficulty trying to 
convince Base Security that our group is not in any means a threat to national security, however, after 
sending them our group picture they insisted we provide a little personal information to satisfy their on 
base requirements. (Just kidding about the picture).  I have designed a short form that should satisfy 
this requirement.  Sooooooo, for those attending this event, please complete this form and return with 
your registration, as it has to be forwarded to Base Security three weeks in 
advance. 

 

     Friday evening is the Chuck Wagon dinner and show.  The weather 
should be great, but may think about long sleeves or a light jacket.  
Transportation is also included. 

 

2. Saturday’s trip is to Keystone, Mt. Rushmore, lunch and Crazy Horse 
Monument.  We shortened this trip to minimize a full day in a bus.  There 
will be a short break at Keystone, which is a unique little western town 
located near the base of Mt. Rushmore.  Ladies, great shops!  After Mt. 
Rushmore we will head south to Crazy horse, but will take a lunch break 
prior to visiting this monument.  This will break up the ride comfortably 
and yet give you a memorable tour of this area of the Black Hills.  A 
buffet lunch and all access fees are included in this tour. 
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3. Sunday is a bus trip to the Historical Deadwood, South 
Dakota.  The Number 10 Saloon is where Buffalo Bill 
was shot in the back holding Aces and Eights, which 
became known as the Dead Man’s Hand.  A few of the 
casinos have memorabilia from movies and the old 
Deadwood.  Lunch will be on your own, a number of 
casinos have lunches for a reasonable fee.  There are also 
side tours, such as the Trial of Jack McCall that are 
available.  We have shortened this trip also to allow a 
little relaxation and refreshments at the Hospitality Room 
prior to dinner. 

 
Speaking of the hospitality room, we were 
somewhat limited as to what we could do in terms 
of rooms.  The city has a statute that prohibits 
visitors from bringing in their own alcoholic 
beverages to any room other than a personal room.  
With this in mind we were limited to a suite which 
is not as large as we would have liked, however I 
am sure it will work out fine and good visits will be 
had by all. 
 
Last but not least, Rapid City has a Trolley Tour 
which leaves the hotel starting at 09:42 and running 
every 35 minutes with the last Trolley leaving at 
5:17 pm.  You can get off and re-board with 
unlimited stops.  Schedules will be available at the 
hotel.  The fare for this tour is $1.00 for us young 
kids. 
 
With this in mind I am hoping we will have a great 
turnout for our 38th reunion.  Make sure to put it on 

your calendar as a must go event.  Also, it will help 
if you can get your registration forms and security 
forms for those attending the Ellsworth AFB tour. 
 
Now don’t forget to make your reservations.  Why 
not do it right now while you are reading this 
newsletter.  Our reunion is at the Rushmore Plaza 
Holiday Inn at 505 N. Fifth Street.  As we said in 
our March newsletter, reservations can be made on 
the internet at www.rushmoreplaza.com and 
clicking on reservations.  Then enter dates and 
group booking code (which is: FAA).  You can 
also do this by telephone. Call 1-800-HOLIDAY 
or call the hotel itself at: 605-399-7036.  Our 
contract calls for rooms at $100 before taxes. 
 
See ya all in those thar Black Hills. 
 
Don Tyson 
President, FSR 
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We are still having trouble with some email 
addresses. Generally these members have been 
contacted by phone and advised of the problem that 
needs to be resolved with  their Internet Service 
Provider (ISP). We have over 400 email addresses 
and always get some that bounce.  

The 2009 Membership Roster is still available via 
an email attachment. If you haven’t received your 
copy or would like another one you may send me 
an email requesting one. 

The web site History section has been updated. The 
FAA chronology now includes the years 1926 – 
2008. Also updated were the sections showing the 
past officers of FSR, the reunion site locations and 
all past and present FAA Administrators. 

Theresa L.  Kraus, Ph.D, 
Agency Historian (AGC-2) has 
provided us with all the update 

information for the FAA Chronology. She is also  
the author of a book “The Federal Aviation 
Administration: A Historical Perspective, 1903-
2008 ”   

Any member of the Flight Standards Retirees 
organization  may receive a copy of this book. It is 
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available in a limited quantity on a first-come first-
served basis. 

You may receive a copy by sending an email to 
Terry Kraus requesting one at terry.kraus@faa.gov  
or call her at 202-267-3854   Be sure to include 
your name and mailing address. 

Terry is trying to find out when the Washington 
FSDO (at Reagan National) was established.  That 
office is curious about when its birthday might be. 
Some historical documentation has been found that 

establishes it as early as 1966.  If any of you older 
FAA retirees might be able to help, please contact 
Terry via email or call her. 
 
Further in this newsletter are our reunion and 
membership forms.  If you would rather not cut up 
this newsletter, these forms may be copied from 
our web site:  www.faa-fsr.com .  GH  
 

THE VICE PRESIDENT’S CORNER ��  �
� � � � � � � � 2��,�3���4''#��5  �
Hi folks, it’s just me again.  In the last newsletter I              	
�	�2������#������  
asked for feedback to help me plan our meeting in�����������������6���������7-�
-�
San Diego.  Well, I have some good news and other                �7	� ���-�����  
news. I did get some feedback and will start from there.      8��#''#��5%��,()�'  
             �

The first one was “Hey Paul, change your picture 
in the newsletter.  Your sun-glasses make you 
look like someone from the mafia.”   The second 
one was close to the first one and I will paraphrase 
it.  It said something like change your picture, cuz 
ya look like Kermit the frog.  Oh well, feedback is 
feedback.  Keep it coming.   
 
Here comes the other news.  The Chamber of 
Commerce mailed me a list of nine hotels that are 
interested in our reunion.  Most all were three star 
hotels. Four were scratched –not within our 
budget.  Elaine and I looked at two of them when 
we were in San Diego last.  They are the 
Humphrey’s Half Moon Inn and the Best Western 
Island Palms Hotel & Marina Both are on Shelter 
Island with harbor and marina views.  We liked 
those two very much. Prices were $99 and $119.   
The other three hotels are The Dana on Mission 
Bay, $109; Crown Plaza San Diego, $103; and the 
Mission Valley resort, $75, a two star hotel.  
We’re planning a site visit some time in August to 

make a selection.  I don’t 
know how firm the prices 
are, but I’ve been going to 
the gym three times a week to get in shape for the 
arm wrestling events.   Now, here comes the 
feedback request again.  No, I’m not going to 
change the picture, but if anyone has any 
information on the above hotels, let me know. 
 
Summer is setting in here.  The weather people are 
predicting temps in the high 80-90’s.  Our last rain 
fell in May and we’ll not see anymore of that until 
November, soooo, Elaine and I are looking 
forward to some cooler temps in South Dakota and 
of course meeting with all of you again.  Isn’t 
South Dakota known for their polka music?  I 
hope that mad Russian woman from Virginia will 
bring her dancing shoes.  
 
That’s all folks.  See you in Rapid City.   
  
   

Paul Van Emmerik 
 
SECRETARY/TREASURER INPUT ��                            �

Bernie Lockert            Well, here we go again.  We just finished one reunion�
5087 So. Barley Way� ��������� and before you know it we are in the midst of planning 
*�,0#�����9���	7������������ for the 38th FSR Reunion in Rapid City, South Dakota, 
�-�� �	�7��-	�� � Sept 10-14, 2009.  I hope all of you who possibly can, 
0�1,�#�%��,()�' ��� � will make every effort to join us this year.  Our great
                organization is struggling with the decline in 
memberships and, for whatever reason, we are not getting much response from the 



current generation of retirees.  The only thing we 
rely on to keep our doors open is our dues, so I ask 
each of you to check your newsletter/roster address 
labels to verify when your dues expire.   
 
Lois Shaw has spoken with Theresa Kraus in 
Washington, D.C. where she is involved with 
FAA’s Historical archives and publications.  Lois 
asked if she would be interested in these stored 
FSR archives.  She indicated she is very much 
interested in these for use in various publications 
and possibly to make them a part of FAA 
Historical Archives.  I think would be a great home 
for the FSR’s 3 foot lockers of archives and could 
be used in conjunction with possible future articles 
or information in general.  These need to find a 
permanent home while it is all intact and hopefully 
being cared for.  They are not doing any good in 
these foot lockers. 
 
I am not taking Lois’s thunder; she is so efficient 
that she already has her article into the editor.  We 
want you all to think about this and give us your 
thoughts and views during our next reunion 
meeting.   In recent years, we have had digital 
pictorial memories of our reunions which now can 
be stored on several small types of computer-
generated storage devices.  Lois will be available at 
the reunion to assist in this issue. 
 
The mailings this year for the March Newsletter 
and the Roster produced a number of returned 

mailings.  By the time we pay for the initial 
mailing, then the returned mailing and then re-send 
it, we have approximately $2.75 invested for each 
returned roster and approximately $2.00 for each 
returned newsletter.  It doesn’t sound like much, 
but begins to add up as numbers are returned.  
Between Gene Haldas and myself, several attempts 
were made to verify addresses that were in 
question.  If or when you move, I would appreciate 
an email or note with your update.  My thanks to 
those who have been doing this.  Also if anyone 
hears or knows of a member passing away, please 
let me know and I will correct the personal data as 
necessary. 
 
Dues are not an enjoyable thing to talk about, as 
many financial issues are, so please bear with me 
with each newsletter when it comes to this issue. 
 
We have 42 members that have not paid dues for 
2007 and 2008.  These names will be dropped from 
the rolls come August 1st.  Frank Kellogg notified 
these folks, along with others, in the newsletter this 
past year.  And we attempted to contact these 
members with some positive results, however these 
42 we’re either unable to contact or they were no 
longer interested.  42 is a lot of members and this 
year we have 106 listed for 2009 dues.  At this rate, 
the light at the end of the tunnel is starting to dim.  
We need everyone’s support and I will say no 
more. (until next time). 

 

DUES 
 

The 106 names listed below have not paid 2009 dues.  I place these in the newsletter for information only 
and hopefully not embarrassing to anyone, but as I mentioned before this is the FSR’s primary source of 
support.  I am sure it is just an oversight in most cases, but if you should have decided not to remain a 
member, just let me know and I will make the necessary adjustments.  We are a struggling organization 
and need all the support we can from our current members.  Recruitment has been very slow and does not 
keep up with the number of members we are losing each year. 

 
 
    LAST NAME   1st NAME 
  

ALLEGRA John 

ANDERSON Doris M. 

ANDERSON Merle E 

ANTHONY Alfred E 

ARMSTRONG Donald 

AXFORD Argil L 

BAIR Wayne 

BAREFIELD Ted B 

BEAL Robert 

BEALE Clarence A 

BEHRMAN Frank O 

BEST Donald M 

BIRNBACH Richard A 

BLACKWOOD Mary 

BLONDEFIELD Richard 

BOLLINGER Ted A 

BOYLE Dorothy 

BRIGGS Lester R. 

BROWN Edwin W. 

BUTTERWORTH Alan 

CARIS Daniel E 

CASSANO Mary Ann 
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CMUNT Dennis L. 

COLEMAN W Glen 

COVALT Lynne D 

CUMMINS Elizabeth 

DAVIS Ed H 

DECHIARO Shirley C 

DELMAN Ernest F 

DICKMAN Dorothy J 

DITTMAN Marion B 

DIXON Veronica 

DORSEY John 

DOSKOW Julian 

DRUM Burton R 

ELDER W R 

ELLIS Lorraine 

ELWELL Marie  

ENNIS Helen 

FARLEY Helen C. 

FOSTER Charles 

GALLIMORE Armeda 

GARY Noel 

GAYDOS Helen 

GERALD Paul R 

GIBSON Rita M. 

GREENBERG Albert S 

GROSZER Robert 

HAIRSTON Mary 

HARGRAVE Earl D. 

HARRELL Frank C 

HERRON Eleanor 

HETTINGER Hays 

HUBENTHAL Earl J. 

HUTCHESON Charles W 

KUEHN Lucy 

KUITE Karen 

LORELLI Ernest M. 

MANNING Joseph J 

MARTIN Fred F. 

MAXWELL Lia 

  

McCARTHY James E 

McCOY Warren G 

McGRANAHAN Maurice R 

McQUOWN M Ann 

MELUGIN Isabel 

  

Miller David L. 

MOORE Douglas B 

MORRIS Dale L. 

MURRAY George F 

NEWELL John B. 

NIELSEN Merrill R 

NIEVES Diego A. 

NISGORE Concepcion  

NOTARIAN Joseph 

O'BRIEN Robert E. 

ORR Thomas L. 

PARR Frank R. 

PASQUALE Alfred A 

PHELPS Herbert C 

POWERS Richard D 

PSCHIRER Leonard  T. 

RANNEY Donald D 

RICHARDSON William C 

ROBINSON James O 

RODGER Shirley F. 

ROGERS Jr William E 

RUOFF Dale C 

RUSSELL Hazel 

RYALS J. Ernie 

SEATON Ruth Ann 

  

SHARP Ruth 

SHERIDAN Thomas A 

SIME Gregory 

SLAVIN Patricia 

SMALLEY Ruth 

SMITH Helga  

SOBETSKY Charles A. 

STACK Jennifer 

SUTLOVICH Mary J 

VANDER VEEN David J 

WELSH Jack 

WILLIAMS Fred C 

ZENITH Charles J. 

 

Bernie Lockert 
FSR Treasurer 
 
MEMBERS – UNABLE TO CONTACT  
 

Jounita McCormick 
412 Wexford Cir. 
Bonaire, GA 31005-4729 

David McGhee 
12625 Peppertree Pl. 
Oklahoma, OK 73142-2514 
 

Sue Robbins 
4400 W 115th St. Apt. 305 
Leawood, KS 66211-2713 
 

Helen Ennis 
12900 Walmer St. 
Overland Park, KS 66209-3613 

 
Irving E. Morrill 
834 Wildwood Cir. 
Port Orange, FL 32127 
 
Christean Walk, Jr. 
8072 W. Elm Brook St. 
Boise, ID 83714-2190 
 
James M. Babb 
150 Quebec St. Apt. #305  
Denver, CO 80230-6883

 
The above had their 2009 Roster returned due to an undeliverable address.  Once your address has been 
updated, I will re-send your roster.  There were also similar problems with the Newsletters.  Those 
members I was able to get updates by calling, email, etc. were re-sent their Newsletters and Rosters.  Your 
help will be appreciated regarding these issues. 
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NEW MEMBERS 2009 
 
Peggy Anderson     Weston Edwards  (Mary Jo) 
11908 Merritt Rd.     27972  655 Ave. 
Grandview, MO 64030    Litchfield, MN 55355-5321 
ADMIN      GA-A  1969-1999 
        
        
 
Gary A. Nelson     Samuel A. Aaron 
9182 Fletcher Wood Dr.    P.O.  Box  263 
Cordova, TN  38016-2515    Greenbank. WA 98253 
AC-A  1995-2006     GA-O  1981-2007 
      
 
Wayne Tourtillott     Robert L. Kohls 
2033 Emerald Lane     663 E. Crystal Lake Road 
Eagan, MN 55122     Burnsville, MN 55306-5175 
AC-M  1990-1999     AC-M  1986-1999 
          
 

MEMBERS WHO HAVE LEFT US  

Jim Parnell, of Ridgeland, SC, passed away on Mar 2.  His death was a result of injuries sustained in a 
airplane crash.  At age 74, Jim was still able to exercise his flight instructor privileges and was doing so, 
making takeoff's and landings, when the Piper Cherokee he was flying had engine trouble.  He and his 
student were just over the airport hangars and were able to turn to the runway but, unfortunately, were 
only able to crashland the plane. Jim suffered a spinal injury.  Prior to his accident, Jim had been having 
some medical problems  but still loved flying.  As an instructor, he could still teach even though he 
couldn't pass the physical to be pilot-in-command. 
 
At the close of the Korean War (‘53-’56), and prior to joining the FAA, Jim served in the USAF. He 
retired from the Louisville FSDO after a career as an Air Carrier Maintenance Inspector (ASI(A/W)).  He 
was a part of the one-of-a-kind Civil Aviation Assistance Group of which I was a part in Amman, Jordan. 
(For three years [ ‘84-‘87] we worked with the Jordanian CAA Flight Standards people to show them how 
to use their version of our FARs ��   basically our reg’s that they had adopted.)  All told, Jim had been a 
pilot for over 50 yrs.  After retiring from the FAA, he worked as a DAR and a DME and Flight Instructor.  
Jim is survived by his wife, Bess.  jk 
 

NTSB Identification: ERA09LA176  
14 CFR Part 91: General Aviation 

Accident occurred Thursday, February 26, 2009 in Ridgeland, SC 
Aircraft: PIPER PA-28-140, registration: N4981T 

Injuries: 2 Fatal. 
This is preliminary information, subject to change, and may contain errors. Any errors in this report will be corrected 
when the final report has been completed. 
 
On February 26, 2009, about 1510 Eastern Standard Time, a Piper PA-28-140, N4981T, was substantially 
damaged while attempting to land at Ridgeland Airport (3J1), Ridgeland, South Carolina. The certificated private 
pilot was seriously injured and the flight instructor-rated passenger was fatally injured. Visual meteorological 
conditions prevailed, and no flight plan was filed for the flight. The local personal flight was conducted under the 
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previsions of 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91.  
 
Several witnesses provided written statements. Each of the statements varied in the specific actions the airplane 
performed, but all generally described a series of takeoffs and landings from each end of the airport's single 
runway. During the final moments of the flight, the witnesses observed the airplane flying low and banking over 
hangars near the south side of the airport. The airplane continued toward the runway at a 45-degree angle, before 
the right wing struck the pavement. The airplane then touched down, collapsing the landing gear, before it skidded 
off the west side of the runway.  
 
An examination of the wreckage was scheduled for a later date. 
 
According to Federal Aviation Administration records, the pilot held a private pilot certificate with a rating for 
airplane single engine land. The pilot possessed 160 total hours of flight experience, and his most recent FAA third-
class medical certificate was issued on March 24, 2008.  
 
The 1456 reported weather at Beaufort Marine Corps Air Station (NBC), located 14 nautical miles east of 3J1, 
included few clouds at 3,000 feet, a broken ceiling at 6,500 feet, 7 statute miles visibility, winds from 140 degrees at 
8 knots, temperature 19 degrees Celsius (C), dewpoint 9 degrees C, and an altimeter setting of 30.32 inches of 
mercury.  
 
Kenneth Hunt, passed away on May 21, 2009, 

following a short illness, in Rancho 
Mirage, CA. Ken flew the B-26 as a 
USAF pilot in the Korean War.  He 
transitioned to the old C-46 and 
flew them in supplemental airline 
work. From there he moved to the 
FAA and was POI for Eastern 

Airlines, then moving on to be a B727 instructor at 
the OKC Air Academy, and on to the Lockheed L-
1011 certification team.  Ken was one of the 
original Federal Air Marshals, but somehow ended 
up in FAA HQ as the Director of Flight Operations 
and Deputy Associate Administrator for Aviation 
Standards (the Reagan era).  He retired in 1986 to 
become an apple grower in Idaho.  When his wife, 
Barbara, retired from her job they sold their farm 
and moved to Palm Springs. During all of his 
working experience he continued an avid 
relationship with the game of golf.  
 
Mary Laverne Faubion, passed away on 
Feb 28,2007. Her nephew found our dues notice 
among her papers and only recently advised us. 
Her nephew tells us that Mary highly prized her 
years with the FAA and the friends she made. 

Joy Caviness has passed away.  A. C. Caviness 
sent a note that his wife lost her battle with cancer 
on May 7, 2009. Her Memorial was held in 
Montgomery, Texas. Some may know that Joy had 
Inflammatory Breast Cancer (IBC).  She was 
diagnosed with IBC sometime after our reunion in 
Philadelphia. 

 John Zentner passed away in his home at 
Holladay Park Plaza, Portland, Oregon, March 22, 
2009. He and his wife Lola celebrated their 70th 
anniversary in 2008. John and Lola moved about 
from homes in Delano, CA; Bakersfield, CA; 
Carlsbad, NM; Wichita, KS; Grand Junction, CO; 
Denver, CO; Fresno, CA; and Belmont, CA. They 
traveled the world.  

John's lifelong passion, flying, took root in 
Waterville, WA, in 1920. A small plane, a Curtis, 
had landed in a field and the pilot offered rides for 
$2. Six-year-old John hung around all day 
watching takeoffs and landings. At last, the pilot 
invited John to sit on another guy's lap and fly for 
free. John's pilot's license, which was still in his 
wallet, was one of those issued by the FAA/CAA 
which stated "All Ratings Authorized." 

 John's career had three distinct phases. Shell Oil 
Company (learning to fly and maintain aircraft 
when he wasn't at work). Then, WW II and the 
Army Air Force, where as a 1st Lt he trained 
bombardiers and flew supply missions across the 
Burma-China “Hump” and finally with the 
CAA/FAA.  John joined the CAA in 1947 as an 
Flight Standards Operations Inspector and retired 
as the manager of the Oakland FSDO in 1977. 
 
Karl “Tommy” Thompson  passed away on 10 
Feb 2009 in Rancho Bernardo, CA. After a career 
with the USAF and its Reserve component, 
Tommy joined the FAA (1963±) as a flight 
inspection pilot flying out of Los Angeles. Before 
retiring in 1979 Tommy spent five years in FAA 
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service in Frankfurt, Germany, a period during 
which he and his wife Ginny traveled extensively 
through Europe and the Near East. Tommy grew 
up in Los Angeles, graduated from South Gate 
High School in 1936, and completed two and a half 
years at UCLA before joining the Army Air Force. 
By the end of WWII Tommy, was a Lt. Colonel 
and commanded a squadron of B-17s. He was 
promoted to Colonel in the reserves. Tommy is 
survived by his wife of 65 years, Virginia, who 
continues to live in Rancho Bernardo, and his two 
sons.  
 
Walter E. Lohmeyer passed away in March 2009.  
His daughter, Donna Smalley said that, at 84, 
Walter "was doing fantastic."  He recently had his 
drivers license renewed, suffered from no health 
issues and, within days, would welcome home his 
wife, Dorothea, after three weeks of rehabilitation 
for a head injury. On Mar 17, while returning from 
visiting his wife at the hospital in Wheaton, a car 
driving in the wrong lane slammed head on into his 
Chevy pickup.  Because of chest trauma, Walter 
died a short time later. 

Walter was a sportsman who enjoyed fishing and 
shooting. The latter had earned him high honors in 
senior Olympics competition. 

Walter had lived in St. Charles, IL since 1972. That 
was when, after serving in the Army in World War 
II, he was assigned to DuPage Airport by the FAA. 
He worked as a maintenance inspector and 
investigator during 25 years with the FAA, 
retiring in 1985. 
 
Gary Koch died  on March 16, 2009.  He battled  
prostate cancer for 17 years. Gary served in the 
USAF at Offutt  Air Force Base, Omaha, NE as a 

member of the SAC command band.  At the same 
time, he started his aviation career and moved from 
student in an Aeronca to instructing at 
the Aero Club. Moving to Harmon 
AFB, Newfoundland, Gary obtained 
his FAA ratings and, while still 
assigned to the band, taught flying 
there. After the service he went into 
flight instructing in Boulder, CO, then 
was a fixed base operator for Beeline 
Aviation in Colorado Springs, CO where he was a 
FAA Pilot Examiner.   
 
Gary moved on to join the FAA as an Operations 
Inspector in the Phoenix GADO.  Staying with the 
FAA, he moved to Casper, WY (as an Accident 
Prevention Specialist) and then on to Jeffco Airport 
in Broomfield, CO.  After 10 years he moved to the 
FAA Regional Office in Los Angeles and then on 
to Washington, DC. There he was the FAA’s 
national Accident Prevention Coordinator.  After 5 
years he moved back to Scottsdale, AZ as the 
FSDO Office manager.  He retired from the FAA 
on March 31, 1994 with 32 years of government 
service.  He was a gifted speaker with a wonderful 
sense of humor. After retirement he worked with 
the Phoenix 500 Air Races, Arizona Flyways 
magazine and SIMCOM. 
 
During all those years Gary kept up his drumming 
and continued to belong to the Denver Musicians 
Union, Local #20 in Denver, CO.  He is survived 
by his wife, Nancy . 
 
Our condolences and prayers go out to their 
families. 

 
NOTES FROM OUR MEMBERS  

J.O. Johnson:  I do enjoy reading the FSR Newsletter although my time with the FAA was short.  I spent 
most of my time with the NTSB. 

Gordon O. Briscoe:  I might make the San Diego meeting.   I lost my wife Jo Ann in Aug ‘08. I’m also 
still doing the snowbird thing AK-CA. 

Paul E. Stebelton:  You’re all doing a great job with the newsletter.  Thanks. 

Ed Schaeffer is an old friend/former boss of Bill Abram.  Bill says that he is in touch with Ed’s wife, 
Irene, via email. She says that Ed is slipping badly, mentally mostly. Bill asked her if it would be O.K. to 
tell us about Ed’s health condition, so that any old friends might write or email him through Irene.  She 



 9 

thought it a good idea.  Ed's address is: 11848 N. Labyrinth Dr., Tucson, AZ 85737.   His email address 
is: i.e.schaeffer@att.net.  Irene reads emails and letters to Ed.  She says it perks him up.    Bill Abram 
 

Shirley G. Green:  I read with interest all the goings-on in other FAA’ers circles and am comforted in the 
knowledge that many of our more vital and illustrious members are still quite active and enjoying the 
gathering of the flock.  I wish my Buddy and I could be right there, since the names I still recognize are 
diminishing with time. 

We are still rooted in Central Florida for the tenth year, but will be spending some time closer to our son 
and daughter-in-law in Fort Meyers.  It is closer to salt water for fishing and swimming.  Dan needs to get 
out-of-doors more. Solving crossword puzzles and watching the news while he’s listening to his radio 
headset just doesn’t cut it.  He is benefiting from his physical therapy and avoiding back surgery for now. 

Thankfully I’ve been spared any major problems and our older daughter is with us most of the time and is a 
tremendous help and comfort.   Good health to you and yours. 

 

MEMORIAL SEEDS FROM YOUR CHAPLAIN  
Memorial Day has just passed, a time when I think 
not only of those who have died in service to our 
country but also of those who have died who have 
been important in my life and who remain alive in 
memory.          

In this regard, some years ago I came across an 
anonymous poem with these concluding lines: 

For memory will keep what it has heard 
Forever etched upon the heart's own seed, 
And time shall not erase one tender work 
That love has written down for future need. 
Oh, dearest hold this knowledge and be glad - 
Not even death destroys what love has had.  
 

The heart, these lines suggest, is like a storage bin 
where seeds of memory are kept and preserved, 
little packets of information upon which are etched 
memories that, at the appropriate time, will 
germinate, sprout, take root, grow, blossom, and 
bear fruit. 

These seeds of memory in the storehouse of our 
heart are not necessarily known to us at the time. 

Like seeds from plants and greases that, 
unbeknownst to us, adhere to our clothing and 
gather in the cuffs of our pants, so too memories 
cling to us without our knowing we are collecting 
or carrying them. 

We don't know why and can't control what we 
remember, but apparently something in us wants or 
needs to remember. 

Often it is only years later 
that a memory will come to us from out of 
nowhere, something we had unwittingly stored but 
that proved important for the development of our 
heart and soul. 

I remember at a memorial service of an elderly 
friend some years ago her granddaughter shared the 
following memory of her grandmother. She said 
that she always could remember that when 
Grandma was eating and nearly all the food on her 
plate was gone, she would use her little finger to 
pick up the crumbs from the plate.  Then she would 
put her little finger to her mouth and eat those 
crumbs.  In this way she had cleaned her plate.  Her 
granddaughter said she didn't know why, but I now 
find myself doing the same thing.  And when I do, 
I think of my grandma. 

Crumbs on the plate.  Little crumbs of no apparent 
account.  Yet these crumbs are seeds of memory.   

What is most useful to us, it seems are seeds of 
memory we don't even know we are receiving and 
which others don't even know they are giving. 

What is remembered by us is that which has "soul-
stuff" attached to it or "heart-stuff".  What clings to 
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us and takes root in us is something our soul 
notices or our heart is pulled by.  Who has dropped 
seeds of memory into your heart or soul? 

At this time of the year, let us be grateful for all 
those who, perhaps without either them or us 

knowing it, have scattered seeds that have 
somehow clung to us and taken root within us - 
thus enriching our lives. 

Seeds from Your Chaplin, Lois Shaw�������������

�
EDITOR’S CORNER 

We’re getting a bit more input 
from you folks out there.  
Thank you, we would like to 
get still more. The newsletter 

is more interesting if we can include some of your 
successes, failures, and various other experiences.    

My effort to get new members?  Well, I’m not 
pushing as hard as I did last year.  Last year I tried 
to reach out to new Flight Standards retirees and 
contacted the union that now represents them 
(PASS) and asking the personnel office in Los 
Angles if they would add our info to their 
retirement seminars.  I don’t think that we’ve seen 

anything as a result. We started sending out 
newsletter information to the FSDO offices.  Does 
anyone know anyone who has become aware of us 
via these efforts?  Has anyone contacted old buddies 
in the Flight Inspection or Engineering groups? I 
don’t know how to reach them and, in any case, it 
would be better if a personal contact were made by 
someone that came from those worlds (my opinion). 

I haven’t heard from anyone willing to work with 
me on the newsletter.  If we could break it up a bit, 
it wouldn’t feel like such a workload. In our last 
newsletter, I mentioned that I still like to know what 
is happening in aviation and what our FAA is doing.  
I have been a part of a Los Angeles area “airspace 
group” for several years and, as the FAA ATC (now 
ATO) is a part of our group, I am hearing that they 
are making changes up in Seattle again (all the R.O. 
ATC people in the western third of the U.S. have 
been moved there). If anyone has other ideas about 
our newsletter, please contact me.  jk 

Online, ‘a Reason to Keep on Going’  
A friend got me onto Facebook last month.  I was 
surprised to learn that it connected me with people 
that knew me.  I was especially surprised because I 
thought he had died 20 years ago. I’d like to 
encourage folks to try it.  Read this.  J Kenton   
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Like many older people, Paula Rice of Island City, 
Ky., had grown isolated in recent years. Her four 
grown children live in other states, her two 
marriages ended in divorce, and her friends are 

scattered. Most days, she does not see another 
person. 

Far from lonely, Paula, 73, had been “dying of 
boredom” before discovering social networking 
sites.  Housebound after suffering a heart attack, she 
began visiting the social networking sites Eons.com, 
an online community for aging baby boomers, and 
PoliceLink.com (she is a former police dispatcher). 
Now she spends up to 14 hours a day in online 
conversations. “I was dying of boredom,” she said. 
“Eons, all by its lonesome, gave me a reason to 
keep on going.” 

TID BITS - FSR CAPS AND FSR NAME TAGS 
FSR Caps:  They are Navy Blue Brushed Twill with the FAA-FSR logo custom embroidery.   
Price per caps is $16.00 

FSR Name Tags:  Price is $8.00 . 

You can call Lois Shaw at (360) 452-6374 or contact me via e-mail (uncbud@q.com)  
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That more people in Ms. Rice’s generation are 
joining networks like Eons, Facebook and MySpace 
is hardly news. It now appears that, among older 
people who went online last year, the number 
visiting social networks grew faster than the overall 
rate of Internet use among the group. But now 
researchers who focus on aging are studying this 
trend to see if the networks can provide some of the 
benefits of a group of friends, while being much 
easier to assemble and maintain. 

Joseph F. Coughlin, director of the AgeLab at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, is quoted as 
saying “One of the greatest challenges or losses that 
we face as older adults is not about our health, but 
it’s actually about our social network deteriorating 
on us, because our friends get sick, our spouse 
passes away, friends pass away, or we move.”  

“The new future of old age is about staying in 
society, staying in the workplace and staying very 
connected,” he added. “And technology is going to 
be a very big part of that, because the new reality is, 
increasingly, a virtual reality. It provides a way to 

make new connections, new friends and new senses 
of purpose.” 

Some research suggests that loneliness can hasten 
dementia.  Dr. Nicholas Christakis, an internist and 
social scientist at Harvard, says he is considering 
research on whether online social connections can 
help delay dementia.  

“Online social networks realize an ancient 
propensity we all have to connect with others,” he 
said. 

The propensity may be ancient, but the means are 
not. Mollie Bourne, a golf course owner who lives 
in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, half of the year, logs on 
to Facebook a few times a week. She likes to 
browse through her grandchildren’s posts and 
photos, even the ones taken at bars and parties that 
are hardly the sort that people expect their 
grandmothers to see. 
“For heaven’s sakes, we all acted like that in 
college,” she said. “That’s one thing you get with 
your 76 years. I’ve been around. I’ve seen it all. It 
takes a lot to shock me.” 

 
National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association (NARFE)   
NARFE President Margaret Baptiste praised our 
House of Representatives for defeating Rep. Paul 
Ryan’s, R-WI, amendment to the Fiscal Year 2010 
Budget Resolution (H. Con. Res. 85) which would 
have cut-back entitlement programs, like Social 
Security, Medicare and Medicaid, by $1.38 trillion 
over ten years, and would have included a reduction 
of $10.263 billion over ten years in federal civil 
service retirement and health benefits. The 
Wisconsin lawmaker’s substitute amendment was 
defeated on April 2 by a margin of 137 to 293: 
(http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2009/roll191.xml)  

Baptiste sent a letter to all 435 members of the 
House, urging them to oppose the Ryan amendment. 
If passed, it would have compelled the House 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform to 
consider proposals such as cutting or canceling 
federal annuity cost of living adjustments (COLAs), 
basing future retiree annuities on the highest five 
years of salary, shifting a growing share of Federal 
Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP) 
premium costs to workers and retirees and/or 
requiring workers to double their Thrift Savings Plan 
contribution to receive the full government share.  

 
NARFE’S LEGISLATIVE ACCOMPLISHMENTS   
NARFE has a team of professionals in Washington that tracks congressional action and agency proposals 
that affect your federal retirement benefits.  Its Legislative Department works simultaneously to preserve 
and enhance civil service annuity and health care benefits. 

Some of NARFE’s legislative accomplishments include: 
·  Stopping reductions in federal civilian retirement benefits; 
·  Continuing to fend off cuts to the Medicare and Social Security programs; 
·  Protecting annual cost-of-living adjustments; 
·  Bringing about Federal Long Term Care Insurance for active and retired federal employees; and 
·  Developing the framework for the Federal Employees Retirement System (FERS). 



FAA TECHNICIAN AND INSPECTOR STAFFING  
The Professional Aviation Safety Specialists, (PASS) 
includes Technical Operations employees (systems 
specialists, electronics technicians and computer 
specialists) who install, maintain, repair and certify the 
radar, navigation, communication and environmental 
systems making up the air traffic control system; Flight 
Standards and manufacturing aviation safety inspectors 
responsible for inspecting and certifying every aspect of 
the commercial and general aviation industries; flight 
inspection pilots, missions specialists and procedures 
development specialists in Aviation System Standards; 
and administrative employees in the FAA’s Aviation 
Registry. 

PASS is extremely concerned about staffing of the FAA 
technician and inspector workforces. Technician and 
inspector staffing must be addressed and remedied 
immediately in order to keep this country’s aviation 
system the safest and most efficient in the world. 
 

Technician Staffing 

Insufficient technical staffing continues to be a problem 
at facilities throughout the country. The FAA has 
recently fallen below 6,100 technicians, which was the 
figure previously agreed upon by PASS and the FAA as 
being the minimum number of technicians needed to 
maintain the system safely. In fact, some facilities are 
staffed at less than half of what the facility’s workload 
generates.  

The FAA is now employing a new maintenance 
philosophy where periodic maintenance and certification 
of National Airspace System (NAS) systems and 
equipment are significantly reduced. Instead of hiring 
employees, the FAA is changing its maintenance 
approach ��   a move towards efficiency. PASS believes 
this change will place aviation safety at risk and is 
merely an attempt to mitigate the impacts of inadequate 
staffing. 

The chronic understaffing of the FAA’s technical 
workforce is exacerbated by an inability to accurately 
determine the number of employees and job skills 
needed to safely and efficiently maintain the NAS. 
Currently, the FAA does not have a staffing standard 
that can accurately determine the number of technicians 
needed to meet the agency’s mission. In today’s 
changing environment, it is critical to have a staffing 
standard in place for the FAA technical workforce and 
that the FAA be required to abide by that standard.  

 

Inspector Staffing 

Inspector staffing levels are not adequate to meet 
growing industry demands and ensure the safety of the 
aviation system. There are currently approximately 2,800 
Flight Standards (FS) field aviation safety inspectors and 
132 Manufacturing Inspection District Office (MIDO) 
inspectors, but nearly 50 percent of FAA inspectors are 
eligible to retire in the next five years.  Insufficient 
inspectors, combined with the evolving aviation 
industry, places an incredible workload on our 
workforce. This is resulting in missed/cancelled 
inspections due to lack of staffing. With the increasing 
number of aviation manufacturers, growing number of 
aging aircraft, the emergence of new trends in aviation 
and the expansion of the FAA’s designee programs—all 
of which require additional inspector oversight—it is 
imperative that there are enough inspectors in place to 
monitor the safety of the system. 

In addition, a significant concern regarding the inspector 
workforce is the aviation industry’s increasing reliance 
on outsourced maintenance work. According to a 
Department of Transportation Inspector General (IG) 
report, air carriers’ use of outsourced repair stations has 
grown from 37 percent of air carriers’ maintenance costs 
in 1996 to 64 percent during the first three quarters of 
2006. Much of this outsourced work is performed in 
areas outside the United States. Yet, as the outsourcing 
explodes, there has been no increase in the number of 
FAA inspectors. In fact, in its FY 2009 budget request, 
the FAA has not requested any funding to hire additional 
inspectors.  

Congressional Action Requested 

Technician staffing: 

The House and Senate FAA reauthorization bills 
(H.R. 2881 and S. 1300) include language that directs 
the National Academy of Sciences to examine the 
staffing needs of the technician workforce. PASS is in 
full support of this language. PASS is also requesting 
that the agency be held accountable for maintaining a 
staffing level of at least 6,100 technicians. 

 Inspector staffing: 

The House version of the reauthorization bill (H.R. 
2881) instructs the FAA to increase the number of 
aviation safety inspectors and allocates specific funding 
to increase safety critical staffing through 2011. PASS 
believes increasing the number of inspectors is critical 
to aviation safety and hopes to see similar language 
included in the Senate version of the bill (S.1300).
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Registration Form ��   Flight Standards Retirees 
Reunion – September 2009 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
REGISTRATION AND EVENTS FOR THE 38TH FAA FLIGHT STANDARDS REUNION 

September 10th – 14th, 2009 
Rushmore Plaza Holiday Inn, 505 N. 5th Street, Rapid City, South Dakota 57709 

Reservations – 1-800- HOLIDAY (465-4329) or 605-399-7036 
                                                               

Cut-off Date for Reservations is August 11, 2009 
 

DATE        TIME   EVENT   COST      PERSONS      COST                 
Sept. 10  Thurs.       12 – 5:00       Registration-Hospitality              $15.00 ea      _____         _______ 
            (Members & Guests)     
             
Sept. 11  Fri.           08 – 09:00      Registration 
                  08 – 08:45       Executive Board Meeting 
                  09 – 10:30      General Meeting 
             10:45      S.D. Air and Space Museum  

     & Ellsworth AFB Tour                $18.00             ______       _______   
**Those attending the EAFB Museum & Base Tour, please complete page 2 and submit with this application form.  
This is required by Base Security. 

           12:30PM      Dep. EAFB for Hotel  
                5:15              Western BBQ & Entertainment   $35.00             ______       _______   
                        Includes Transportation, Dinner & Show 
Sept. 12 Sat.          08:30     Keystone, Mt. Rushmore,         
                                                        Lunch & Crazy Horse              $47.00 
             3:00     Return to hotel       

    Dinner on your own 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Sept. 13 Sun.    08-09:00     Executive Board Meeting 
     09-10:30     General Meeting 
           10:45             Dep. Hotel for Deadwood  $30.00 
           12:15PM      On your own in Deadwood 
             3:00       Dep. Deadwood for Hotel   
                 5:00      Cash Bar 
             6:00       Banquet, Music & Dancing     $23.00   

Sept. 14 Mon.            8:00AM       Coffee & Rolls in Hospitality Room 
 
 
Note:   Hospitality hours will be flexible to meet the daily needs. 
 
Checks payable to:  Flight Standards Retirees                                                                                                                                                              
Mail to:  Bernie Lockert, Treasurer, 5087 So. Barley Way, Gilbert, AZ 85298, to be rec’d by Aug. 11. 
 
Name of Attendees: 1. _________________ 2. _______________ 3. _____________ 4. __________  
 
NEED NAME TAGS: 1. _______________ 2. _______________  3. _____________ 4. __________ 

Send name tag requests to LOIS SHAW, P.O. BOX 2065, PORT ANGELES, WA 98362     
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REQUIRED PERSONAL INFORMATION FOR ELLSWORTH AFB TOU R 
 

1. Member Name:     _____________________________ (Print) 
 

Spouse – Friend Name:  ________________________ 
 
2. Address:  _____________________________ 

 
    _____________________________ 
 
    _____________________________ 

 
3. Driver’s License: 
 

Member:      Spouse – Friend:   
 

State of Issue:       ____________________  _____________________ 
 
License Number:  ____________________  _____________________ 

 
4.   Member Signature:     Spouse – Friend Signature: 
 
 _________________________   _____________________  

 

May 22, 2009                    

 HOUSE PASSES FAA REAUTHORIZATION BILL  
Bill Contains Provisions Important to Aviation Safety and Modernization 

WASHINGTON, DC -  On May 21, the House passed the FAA 
Reauthorization Act of 2009 (H.R. 915) by a vote of 277-136. 
The bill, which contains many provisions critical to PASS 
members, authorizes $70 billion for the FAA through FY 2012 
with $38.9 billion for FAA operations, $13.4 billion for facilities 
and equipment (F&E), $16.2 billion for the Airport Improvement 
Program (AIP), and $1.35 billion for research, engineering and 
development.  

"The FAA Reauthorization Act of 2009 is well overdue and is 
the result of many hearings and consultation with all stakeholders 
in the aviation community," said Rep. Jerry Costello (D-Ill.), 
chair of the House Aviation Subcommittee. "I believe it is 
proactive legislation that leaves us well-positioned to make the 
technological changes necessary to keep our airspace the safest 
in the world. I look forward to working with my colleagues in the 
House and Senate to get it signed into law." 

"I cannot stress enough the importance of moving this legislation 
quickly as we are already almost two years behind schedule," 
added Rep. James Oberstar (D-Minn.), chair of the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. "Airport 
development capital projects and key NextGen programs need 
the stability that a multi-year bill provides. Modernizing our air 
transportation system is a national priority. This bill provides 
historic funding levels to do just that." 

Since introduction of the bill in February, PASS has worked with 
lawmakers to ensure the incorporation of language important to 
PASS members. As a result, the bill includes many critical 
provisions, including language regarding technician and 
inspector staffing, FAA modernization, and aviation safety 
oversight. Of particular importance, H.R. 915 incorporates 
binding arbitration before a neutral third party for contract 
disputes, which will provide for a fair collective bargaining 
process between the FAA and its unions. In addition, PASS was 
successful in blocking attempts to weaken the language regarding 
safety oversight of FAA-certificated foreign repair stations. The 
language in the bill requires that all certificated foreign repair 
stations be inspected at least twice a year by an FAA inspector 
and that all workers working on U.S. aircraft at foreign repair 
stations be drug and alcohol tested. 

"PASS thanks Chairmen Oberstar and Costello for their 
leadership on this legislation and attention to the many issues 
significant to PASS members and aviation safety," said PASS 
National President Tom Brantley. "Their knowledge and 
dedication to protecting this country's aviation system provides 
much-needed support in Congress as we all work together to 
modernize the National Airspace System." 
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              FLIGHT STANDARDS RETIREES INC. 
         MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

         

DATE: __________________ 

  
 
 

NAME: __________________________________SPOUSE'S NAME:________________________________ 
 
           Renewing with changed contact information                                                     New membership 
 
 

 
ADDRESS: _________________________________ TELEPHONE:(        )__________________________ 
 
CITY:________________________ STATE: _____     ZIP CODE:___________ 
 

 
DOB (OPTIONAL) _____ _YEARS OF SERVICE_________________________________________________ 

                (YEAR STARTED)              (YEAR RETIRED)               (still working) 
 
TYPE AND CLASSIFICATION OF WORK* _____________________________________________________ 

WORK LOCATIONS:________________________ ____________________________________________ 
(CITIES, WASHINGTON OFFICE, REGIONS OR CENTERS) 

COMMENTS: __________________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:   

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF SUGGESTED MEMBERS 

  

ANNUAL DUES OF $10 ARE 
PAYABLE EACH JANUARY 1ST. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 

FLIGHT STANDARDS RETIREES INC 

SEND DUES TO SECRETARY-TREASURER 
ADDRESS: 

Bernard P Lockert  
5087 So. Barley Way 
Gilbert, AZ 85298   

*ABBREVIATIONS FOR TYPE OF CLASSIFICATION OF WORK ASSIGNMENT 

AC-A  AIR CARRIER AVIONICS  
AC-M  AIR CARRIER MAINTENANCE  
AC-O  AIR CARRIER OPERATIONS 
GA-A  GENERAL AVIATION AVIONICS 
GA-M  GENERAL AVIATION MAINTENANCE 
GA-O  GENERAL AVIATION OPERATIONS 
ENG  AIRCRAFT ENGINEERING AIRCRAFT 
MFG  MANUFACTURING 
 

AS-A   AIRCRAFT AVIONICS TECH 
AS-M   AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE  
AS-ET  AIRBORNE ELEC. TECH.  
AS-IP   AIRSPACE SYS INSPEC PILOT 
ADM    ADMINISTRATIVE, CLERICAL, 
              AND SECRETARIAL 
CAAG CIVIL AVIATION ADVISORY GROUP 
 ICAO   INT’L. CIVIL AVIATION ORG.  
OTHER _____ SPECIFY_________ 

 
 (IF APPROPRIATE, MORE THAN ONE CODE MAY BE SHOWN) 

 

We invite our retired friends, as well as those still-working members of Flight Standards, Flight Inspection, and Flight Test 
to join the FSR organization.
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����������������������	� ��� Don’t forget!    We reunite in Rapid City, South Dakota, at the 
Rushmore Plaza Holiday Inn from Thurs,10 Sept until Sunday evening, 13 Sept.   Call 1-800-HOLIDAY or call 
the hotel itself at: 605-399-7036.  Tell them that you are with the FAA.   
 
Cutting up the newsletter for the registration forms?  As an alternative, you can copy them from our web 
site: www.faa-fsr.com. 
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