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LIFE OF A PILOT!

You see them at airport terminals volcanoes all around Guatemala.
around the world. You see them in the They respect foggy San Francisco.
morning early, sometimes at night. They They know the up-and-down walk to the
come neatly uniformed and hatted, sleeves gates at Dallas, the Texas sparseness of
striped; wings over their left pocket; they Abilene, the very narrow Berlin Corridor,
show up looking fresh. New Orleans' sparkling terminal, the
There's a brisk, young-old look of milling crowds at Washington. They
efficiency about them. They arrive fresh from know Butte, Boston, and Beirut. They
home, from hotels, carrying suitcases, appreciate Miami's perfect weather, they
battered briefcases, bulging, with a wealth of recognize the danger of an ice-slick
technical information, data, filled with runway at JFK.
regulations, rules. They understand short runways,

They know the new, harsh sheen of antiquated fire equipment, inadequate
Chicago's O'Hare. They know the cluttered  approach lighting, but there is one thing
approaches to Newark; they know the tricky they will never comprehend:

shuttle that is Rio; they know but do not Complacency.

relish the intricate instrument approaches to They marvel at the exquisite good

various foreign airports; they know the taste of hot coffee in Anchorage and a
cold beer in Guam.

They vaguely
remember the workhorse
efficiency of the DC-3s, the
| reliability of the DC- 4s and
5 DC-6s, the trouble with the




DC-7 and the propellers on Boeing 377s.
They discuss the beauty of an old gal named
Connie. They recognize the high shrill whine
of a Viscount, the rumbling thrust of a DC-8

or 707 on a clearway takeoff from Haneda

and a Convair.
The
remoteness of
the 747

"Fate is the Hunter".)

As a group, they defy mortality
tables, yet approach semi-annual
physical examinations with trepidation.
They are individualistic, yet bonded
together. They are
family people, yet
rated poor
marriage bets.

cockpit. The
roominess of
the DC10 and
the snug fit of a
737. They
speak a language unknown to Webster.
They discuss ALPA, EPRs, fans,
approaches, mach and bogie swivels. And,
strangely, such things as bugs, thumpers,
crickets, and CATSs, but they are inclined to
change the subject when the uninitiated join
the conversation.

They have tasted the characteristic
loneliness of the sky, and occasionally the
adrenaline of danger. They respect the
unseen thing called turbulence; they know
what it means to fight for self-control, to
discipline one's senses.

They buy life insurance, but make no
concession to the possibility of complete
disaster, for they have uncommon faith in
themselves and what they are doing.

They concede the glamour is gone
from flying. They deny a pilot is through at
sixty. They know tomorrow, or the following
night, something will come along they have
never met before; they know flying requires
perseverance and vigilance. They know
they must practice, lest they retrograde.

They realize why some wit once
quipped: "Flying is year after year of
monotony punctuated by seconds of stark
terror.” (This is a quote from Ernie Gahn's

They are reputedly
overpaid, yet
entrusted with
equipment worth
millions. And
entrusted with lives, countless lives.

At times they are reverent: They
have watched the Pacific sky turn purple
at dusk and the stark beauty of sunrise
over Iceland at the end of a polar
crossing. They know the twinkling,
jeweled beauty of Los Angeles at night;
they have seen snow on the Rockies.
They remember the vast unending mat
of green Amazon jungle, the twisting
silver road that is the father of waters, an
ice cream cone called Fujiyama. And the
hump of Africa. Who can forget Everest
from 100 miles away, or the ice fog in
Fairbanks in January?

They have watched a satellite
streak across a starry sky, seen the
clear, deep blue of the stratosphere, felt
the incalculable force of the heavens.
They have marveled at sun-streaked
evenings, dappled earth, velvet night,
spun silver clouds, sculptured cumulus:
God's weather. They have viewed the
Northern Lights, a wilderness of sky, a
pilot's halo, a bomber's moon, horizontal
rain, contrails and St EImo's Fire. Only a
pilot experiences all these. It is their
world.

sent by Carl A. Christopher (Unfortunately, I've not found the originator ofistpiece and therefore
cannot give them the credit that they deserve1oEgk)



PRESIDENT'S CORNER

On behalf of the Flight Standards Retirees, a mere
"Thank You" for our officers' work in 2007

doesn't seem adequate; however, | commend

them and their service to our organization: Lois " #S
Shaw for triple duty--President, and continuing as %
Chaplain and Historian; Frank Kellogg for past . .
work and accepting another year of the unenviab@@Wntown hotels, inns, and the Savannah Vistors

task of Secretary/Treasurer; Jack Kenton for a enter to Savannah's historic sites, squares, River
great Newsletter and continuing as Editor; and Street, Savannah Belles Ferry, houses of worship
Gene Haldas for maintenance of our web site. - - The fare-free CAT Shuttle is comfortable and

Thank you, thank you..., and | also want to thankclimate-controlled for all weather service and all
Bud Shaw for assisting Lois in any way he can, vehicles are Wheelchair accessible.

such as being the physical custodian of the recor .
she has, and Don Tyson for accepting the role ofg?e"jlse pick up a CAT Shuttle Map and make your

2008 Vice-President. Thank all of you that have St&Y In Savannah as inexpensive as you explore its

assisted our officers, especially those who are  HIStoric District on your own.
custodians of Flight Standards Retirees artifacts
and those who offered suggestions and helped mg%

&

ain, Savannah is one of the "Top 10 Walking
ies." To sample the true charisma of Savannah,

As we prepare for Savannah, please note there ilge prepared to walk the city streets and visit its
a fare-free shuttle and ferry system. The Chathar§duares, whenever you can. IF YOU ARE NEAR
Area Transit (CAT) Shuttle may be accessed at THE MULBERRY INN Ar-]r NOOlN, PLEAS.E
stops 8 and 16 near the Hilton Savannah DesotoSTOP FOR LUNCH. (The Mu berry Inp |s.at
hotel. "The fare-free CAT Shuttle connects to B2y & Houston streets- see if you can find it on
most CAT routes serving Savannah and Chatharf?Ul Mmap that follows).
County. It offers convenient service from Art Hayes

2008 FSR PRESIDENT

REUNION REMINDER NOTES

Our 2008 reunion is September 21-25 at the HiltavaBnah DeSoto, 15 East Liberty Street, Savannah,
GA 31401. We look forward to seeing you in Savdmrad to get a feel for possible attendance, we
hope you reserve early. Reservations must be inefdee August 22, 2008.

Cancellation 24 hours before September 21 is atiplwewever, any changes in length-of-stay, such as
early departure before September 25, require lagrelement to avoid an additional charge of $50.00

The Flight Standards Retirees group rate is $108iri§le/double and two days before and after are
offered on a space available basis. Either aftegust 22 or once the group block is full, reseorai
will no longer be accepted at the special group.r&ur members attending will be quoted the best
available rate, so the early bird gets the earlymvoNeedless to mention, there will be room taxes
(13%) and a $1.00 city fee. Self-parking will c85t00/day and valet parking will be $12.00/day.

The Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport@srinutes from Savannah's Historic District with
more than 40 direct flights departing dailshe Grayline Airport Express (800) 845-5582 is klde
from & to the airport. There are no courtesy dbattrom the Hilton Savannah DeSota.



Hotel reservation office hours are 8:00am-5:00pmd&y-Friday. Telephone numbers are: local (912)
232-9000; toll-free (800) 426-8483; and worldwi@@@) HIL-TONS , which is (800) 445-8667. The
hotel's online booking code for registeringnatw.desotohilton.conis "FSR".

Check-in is 4:00p.m. And checkout is 12:00p.m.

Art Hayes

The above map — of downtown Savannah — is 5 yearslo As you can see, it is courtesy map of the
Trolley Tour system. Accuracy today is not guaranteed. Note that thesshow up as white except
for the trolley routes. They were red on the ordjimap, but here they show only in grajk
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FSR NAME TAGS

Nametags can be ordered for $7.00 (the price hiagamz up).

Give us your name (as you want it to appear omé#émee tag) your city & state. Send your request to
Lois Shaw, P.O. Box 2065, Port Angeles, WA 9836@u ¥an mail your check Lois Shaw or you can
pay at the reunion in Savannah. Do not send yloeckcto the Treasurer.

Lois Shaw, Name Tag Department

2007 REUNION LEFTOVER —

We still have clothing that was left at the reurion

Did you lose a red/gray fleece jacket when you virefieort Angeles last September? It was left @ th

bus after returning from the Salmon Bake? If some know and | will bring it to Savannah.
Lois

VP'S CORNER

2009 — IN THE BLACK HILLS

Rapid City is located on an interstate highwa@, in west-

central South Dakota. It is easily accessible toyamd is 1()* It
served by four major airlines. At 3200 ft. elevatihe *0h. o+ 1%
summers are hot and the winters cold, both seasuhe I

be dry (annual precipitation 15" or less). Falltveias /] 0&
usually ideal.

Ten miles south, the largest carving in the
The Mount Rushmore Memorial is about 30 miles safuthworld is under construction. It is the carvindnefdgreat Sioux
Rapid City. The presidents’ faces were carvediieto  ndian Chief, Crazy Horse, by sculptor Korczaki@ialski
granite hills by Gutson Borglum over 50 years @gere  and his family. This gigantic sculpture has béeprocess”
has been little/no change in the "Faces” sinceltbétie  for something like 50 years. No date has been fivéhe

facilities serving the Memorial have been constant completion of the carving. There is a restauramgom,
improved, extended and or established. To se€ftisst”.  gjft shops, two theatres, classrooms, efc;

(For those that went to see the latest Nicholas Qdafional
Treasure” movie, the only real thing was the faddt.
Rushmore.)

Go south another ten miles or so and you comestetCu
State Park. (Everyone has heard of Custer’s “tastlS
One of the nation's largest state parks, it is lorb400 free-
roaming buffalo and other wild life, including diighom
sheep, mountain goats, deer and antelope. \isitjors
scenic drives, mountain lakes, horseback ridikmgdyi
biking etc; President Coolidge visited the pad9a7. He
planned to spend a couple of weeks but stayegbleaiu
months. The Park's state game lodge was knowa as th
"Summer White House"

From Rapid City — 25 miles north is the City ofr§its)
population about 6000. Fort Meade (now decommadjo
was the former base of General Armstrong Custeéhand
7th.Calvary. Although decommissioned, the basa Was
hospital and a fine museum that depicts the daiys of
1870's Sturgis. It is the home of a gigantic nayide rally
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each August. An average of over a half millioniisike large complex of miscellaneous enterprises, butill a
convene at that time. drug store. Coffee is 5 cents a cup and freestaspint

Fifteen miles west of Sturgis is the gamblingaity hunters during the season.

Deadwood, the old stomping grounds of Wild Billkdick, To the south of Wall and about 75 miles from Riiok
Calamity Jane, Poker Alice, Preacher Smith, aral oth  Badlands National Park. The national park pratects
characters of the 1870s. Casinos line Main Sindatih ~ landscape carved by eons of erosion. Also fouleckne
sides, from the top to the bottom (and there anyfinae 35 million-year-old fossils, important culturaésiand a
restaurants). variety of prairie wildlife.

Ten miles east of Rapid City is the Ellsworth Airée base, To the south of the Badlands and possibly wittiesithe
home of half of the USAF B-1 bomber fleet. The Bout ~ Sioux, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. There aeeindiian
Dakota Air Space Museum is located just outsitieeof  reservations in South Dakota, comprising aboutdfabe
Ellsworth Air Force Base. The museum exhibitefiist  state. Of the population of South Dakota, about 4696
aircraft and aviation memorabilia. Native Americans.

The world famous Wall Drug Store is found inthig6f  Don Tyson
Wall, about 50 miles east of Rapid City. The ditoge Vice President. 2008
started in 1936 with a free glass of ice wateayjads a

SECRETARY/TREASURER INPUT

In our November newsletter, | discussed the walehah
member can keep track of when they last paid duds/— (123 44 , Jr.
looking at the date on the mailing label of thessletter. 56 7) '#

(% , #+'#
Unfortunately, when some of the labels for that sletter "o$+H +
were printed, the last digit of the year was |éft 80 some 8 %4 4 &

of our members received a newsletter with the gaahe
label shown as “200”. A lot of help that was! Thenpany
that does our mailing is aware of the problem amticated that should not happen again.

If you wonder how you stand as far as your FSR dwesoncerned, turn to the mailing label and take
look. According to Article 11, Section 4 of our BYAWS, dues are payable on or before Janudrgfl
each year. Current dues not received by August Helinquent. A delinquent member’'s name will
continue to appear in the roster for a one-yearegpeeriod. If you see 2006 on your label, we have a
problem. This means that our records show thathgwme not paid dues for 2007 and your membership
will be dropped effective August 2008. | sincerbbpe you do not want that to happen. As of thig dat
Feb 9, sixty eight members have not paid dues@720ur total membership is 661.

If you really have no interest in the Flight Start¥aRetirees organization, and intend to drop your
membership, and | really hope that is not the galease let me know and | will take you off thdsol
By keeping so many non-dues paying members oroster; those members who pay their dues on
time, and in particular those who pay their dueryén advance (and we have many who do) are
subsidizing those who do not pay.

There are some members who send a completed Membagsplication form each time they pay their
dues. As long as the check has the name of the eremnlit, so | can tell who to credit it to, aneté

are no changes in the contact information, | reddlg’'t need or want, an application. We alreadyehav
the information in the database. Having said iifitiere are changes to the contact informationalby
means put your name and only the changed informaticthe form and send it any time whether or not



you are paying dues. Actually, we would like to @@any new contact information as soon as it happens
since it cost FSR money if we send a newslettantaddress that is not current.

Frank Kellogg

Secretary/Treasurer

MEMBERSHIP REINSTATED

Lewis L. Clark (Peggy) dec.

549 SW BB Rd.

Centerville, MO 64019

(660) 747-7508 cell (660) 909-7622
liclark@iland.net

AC-M, GA-M, CAAG, ICAO 1962-1993

NEW MEMBERS
John D. Pearsall (Diana)

James (Jim) Duea  Spouse Margaret (Sue) 6308 NW 8% st.

11224 NW 109th St. :
Yukon. OK 73099-8028 Oklahoma City, OK 73132

(405) 373-1898 _(405) 722-1542
jimduea@cox.net ipearsall2@cox.net
AS-IP 1969-1997 AS-IP

FAA work: Minneapolis, Tokyo, Ok City.

LOST MEMBER -
We have lost track of the following member. If angdknows anything about him let me know.

Thomas L. Vandervelde
128 Albacore Ln.
Foster City, CA 94404

CHANGED CONTACT INFORMATION TO THE 2007 ROSTER
-Browning ADAMS, 404 Love Forty DR., Pinehurst, NC 28374.

Paul J. BAKER, 937 Forest Creek St., Benbrook, TX 76126-2799

Corky BILLEN, 4716 N. Cromwell Ave., OK 73112-6168

Virginia CREED, 8626 Bell Forrest Dr., Olive Branch, MS. 38654-6212

Albert CROOK, Bowie Dr. So., Prescott, Az. 86305.

Fred K. FECHNER, 102 Huntland Rd., Jonesborough, TN 37659-4340

Helen HAUENSCHILD, 8817 Barton DR., Strongsville, OH 44149-2035

Eileen T. HUSSEY, 827 Chance LN., Cocoa, FL 32922-5824

Gary PERKINS, PMB 388; 4636 Lebanon Pike, Hermitage, TN 37076-1316

Mertis MILLS, PO Box 831, Chattaroy, WA 99003-0831 (509) 238-3184
email topsanddeenie@aol.com

Hazel MINNICH, 104 Comanche DR., Piedmont, MO 63957-1202



Timothy Sheehan, 2127 Preakness LN., San Antonio, TX 78248-2523
New Phone (210) 342 4195

Greg SIME, 115 SW Spruce ST., Yamhill, OR 97148-8049 New Phone (503) 662-4732
Anthony R. SILVA, Jr., 2348 Alnwick Dr., Duluth, GA 30096-2209

New Email Address: W.R. Elder rustyeld@roadrunner.com

New email address: George Mattern: gemmif3@hotmail.com

Edward L. Park: Remove Florida address. He is now exclusively in PA

Albert C. Poulton, Jr. Email address: poultonstr@yahoo.com

Nancy E. Walters: Correct spelling of maiden name is Eifert. The printed roster has Eidert
Page 28.

Please note that many of these mailing address changes came from the Post Office so if there
is a new phone number we probably don’t have it unless you have sent it to us. If you haven't
done so, please do.

IN MEMORIAM

Members whose passing we have learned of since our last reunion in Sept. 2007

Rev. Clyde Angel date unknown Helen Hauenshield 7-14-07 (former mbr
Sam Anderson 2-13-08 John O. Grieve 11-28-07

Herbie Raulerson 6-3-07 Robert W. Hanlon 12-4-07

Phyllis Coulter 10-07 Pauline (Plourde) Rando  10-07 (Non-mbr)
Shirley Follas unknown Lynn Jones 6-1-07 (fornmdor)
Louise B. Soehner 9-29-06 David W. Berger 11-12-07

Mildred Treece 7-19-07 James Lee Herron 12-20-07

Hugo Richard Hofmann 10-22-07 Donald R. Hutson 1-14-08

John R. Haverty 7-07 (formedarin

Leroy D. Johnson ................... Unknown

Sam Anderson died following brain surgery at Gaies FL on February 13, 2008. This info is from
Sam’'s wife, BJ. Sam was an ACOI for many years.

Leroy D. Johnson died. He came to Flight Starslénain TWA and was an Air Carrier Operations
Inspector based at the NYIFO and ACDO. Later he at&Ok City. He was in the FAA 1970-1978.

Lynn Jones of Winter Haven, FL, passed away 6/1/0in had dropped his membership in 2006.
Lynn was an ACOI — 1947 to 1971

Don Hutson died as a result of lung complicatioms-Jan 14, 2008. Don lived in Rio Rico, AZ. and
worked for FS from 1963 to 1979. He was retired B&hd was in Flight Standards at the Bedford
FIDO, Utica, NY was Principle at Mohawk Airlinesydithen served at Washington HQ.

Helen Hauenshield died Last July. She was a foftiestds type who was active in the FSR and
served as an officer for our organization.
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IN SAVANNAH — DID YOU KNOW? —

Besides English , the other languages spoken in the early days of the colony were
Indian languages, Spanish, Portuguese, Yiddish, French, Gaelic and German.

In a study published by the Savannah Historic Foundation, one of the most admired

preservation groups in the country, more than 40 percent of 2,500 buildings
inventoried in Savannah had architectural or histor ical significance .

MEMORIES FROM YOUR CHAPLAIN

leaves nothing for the character but softness.

56 7) -+ Slighted human contacts leave naught for the
P life but ill will. Only those experiences which

we remember as good and wholesome will
come to our aid in future years — as angels of
As we grow older, our happy joy and light. Those remembered otherwise

memories become our shining treasures. WeVill make us hang our heads.

hoard them like a miser and keep them _ _
tenderly within strong walls, as if they could When aging Jacob came to die he told of two
be stolen or destroyed. In a more realistic ~ €nduring memories which nurtured him in life

sense than the miser and his guarded gold, @nd wentwith him into death and eternity. "I
they are our life's savings. He who has noneémember Rachel who died with me in the
discovers too late that he has sunk intoa ~ Way. | remember God who blessed me at

miserable poverty from which there isno ~ Luz." The experiences he had shared with a
recovery. brave and loving wife and the blessing he had

received from a good and great God gave him

These are hard days through which we are the sight and scent of roses in December. But

living and toiling. If we do not salvage from With Judas Iscariot it was another story. His

such times some high and worthy experiencePlack memories of disloyalty and betrayal

we shall be poor indeed as we look back upoffove him to suicide in the very prime of his

our years together, for beautiful and enduring“fe-

memories will be lacking. There are new _

friends to be made, new situations to be met, L€t Us S0 live and serve today that tomorrow

new temptations to master and a multitude ofWill find us growing rich in "memories that

daily occurrences that demand our best bless and burn.”

impatience, judgment, and human relations. A o

new task can become an adventure, a first (A few years ago | was privileged to be chosen

handshake with a new acquaintance can be @S the sibling to go t_hrough several boxes of

thrilling, and every physical and mental test MYy Mother’s belongings after her death on

can well become another milestone for us in Christmas Day. This was taken from one of

the growth and development of that which is the books that she kept on her nightstand.

the most important of all - our character. 'l':)'l_'ho_ug)]hts in The Night” by Frank Johnson
ippin

" 0%&8 '

Sordid and shabby experiences leave nothin

for the memory but regret. Shirked duty Your Chaplain is very blessed,



Lois Shaw

ANOTHER SAVANNAH TIDBIT!

While the Spanish Moss that hangs from Savannah’s majestic oaks is a true reminder
that you are in the romantic deep South, it does not make a great souvenir . Often
undetectable by the naked eye, a small biting bug called a chigger makes Spanish
Moss its home. During the early days of the Colony, residents often stuffed and
bounded their mattresses with the soft and bountiful Spanish Moss only to wake up

irritated and itchy after the tiny bugs invaded

their slumber. As a result, a common

phrase emerged in Savannah, and it was — “Goodnight neighbor, sleep tight, and don’t

let the bed bugs bite! ”

EDITOR’S INPUT —

1" 3
+
4% ,# +
" $#
% &8 $8

In our last newsletter, | asked
for your feedback on two topics. I'm
disappointed in the total lack of input from
you. In that newsletter, | asked our
membership to give me their opinion on our
organization’s officer position of
Secretary/Treasurer versus having separate
officers as secretary and as treasur@rpart
of my write-up said: “We are still looking for
a volunteer to relieve Frank of his job. What
do all of you think? I'll be a focal point for
your thoughts. Email will reach me at
editor@faa-fsr.com.” | never got a single
comment.

I’'m repeating my second topic It follows (in
its entirety) here:

“There is a second issue facing our
group. As everyone just keeps getting older,
our FSR organization will eventually
disappear if we do not bring in younger
members. We need to bring in more of those
out there who are eligible for membership. It

Putnam’s book “Bowling Alone”? It discusses
how our society is becoming one of non-
joiners.) | have not had success in recruiting
those of my contemporaries who are/have
been retiring. The FSR needs to find a great
recruiting sales pitch. Maybe we need to take
another look at our organization. There is a
chicken-or-the-egg issue with our reunions.
The idea of a reunion is to reunite with friends
and acquaintances. But, if your friends and
acquaintances aren’t going to attend a reunion,
then maybe you don’t want to attend. We
have a dedicated group that attends now. But
we also have a lot of members that don't
come. I've wondered if we did a reunion
every other year, would more of us come to
that reunion? Or maybe even every 18
months? If the gatherings are less frequent,
maybe more people would want to come when
we do meet. Those that do make the reunions
don’t agree with the longer between reunion
times. What do
the rest of you
think?”

Jack Kenton

IS not easy. (Has anyone out there read Robert
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A FEW COMMENTS — While I did not get any input from the general membership, | did get
comments from two of our FSR officers. The comments follow:

My input on not having a reunion every year is: toooo many die and/or become too frail to
attend. Plus they lose interest in getting together. But | know also that having it every year -
who wants to take on the responsibility.  Bud & Lois Shaw

Regarding separating the Secretary and the Treasurer positions, as one serving in that
position, | that the jobs are too intertwined to separate. | think Bob Hightower, my predecessor
said just about the same thing. Someone who has done the job is in the best position to know.
| would like to know how you think the positions would look after the separation. The lack of
comments might indicate that the members are not interested in separating the position. | think
if some of them were, you would have heard from them. Without a push by the membership, |
don't think the Executive Board will be moved to change the by-laws. (See the by-laws, Article
IV, Section 6 which gives the duties of the Secretary/Treasurer.)  Frank Kellogg

FEDERAL LEGISLATION

The blocks below (which did not cooperate in my copying them) show
information on pending federal legislation. They were copied from the
web site of the National Active & Retired Federal Employee
Association (NARFE). Assuming that most all of us have retired from
the FAA’s federal service, the legislative efforts of the NARFE can be
of benefit to us.

Should you be interested in supporting these legislative efforts, you
can do so by going onto the internet to the NARFE site
(www.narfe.org) jK

Congressional Legislation

Repeal the Government Pension Offset & Windfall

Elimination Provision — Bill # S.206

Original Sponsor: I
Dianne FeinsteijD-CA) Er

Cosponsor Total: 36 |—

A

Tou

(last sponsor added 01/25/2008)
29 Democrats, 1 Independents, 6 Republicans

About This Legislation

NARFE Priority Legislation - The Social Security Fairness Act of 2007 amendsStisal Security Act toepeal the Gov
Offset and the Windfall Elimination Provision, Oéfs that eliminate or significantly reduce a fetleztiree's Social Security

Detailed up-to-date bill status information on S.206.

11
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Current Legislation

Capitol Hill Basics

Congressional Legislation

Provision —Bill # H.R.82

Original Sponsor:
Howard Bermar{D-CA 28th)

Cosponsor Total: 338
(last sponsor added 01/17/2008)
213 Democrats,125 Republicans

About This Legislation:

reduce a federal retiree's Social Security benefits

Detailed up-to-date bill status information on H.R.82.

NARFE’s Legislative Wrap-Up

Repeal the Government Pension Offset and Windfall limination

NARFE Priority Legislation - The Social Security Fairness Act of 2007 ameahdsSocial Security Act to repeal
both the Government Pension Offset and the Windahhination Provision, Offsets that eliminate agrsficantly

Judy Park, Director; Christopher Farrell, Legislat Representative

The 110™ Congress has ended. During 2007,
the inside- outside combination that NARFE’s
national-field membership advocacy brings to
bear successfully defended existing benefits,
income security and health security.
Grassroot activists and professional lobbyists
allowed NARFE to dodge budget resolution
bullets.

As together NARFE succeeded in “preserving
the earned economic and health security” in
2007, that battle will need to be waged again
in this new year. Our collective effort to
“enhance existing benefits” continues to be
focused on two pairs of companion bills that
carry over from 2007 into 2008. One, called
Premium Conversion (H.R. 1110/S. 773)
would allow civilian and military retirees to pay
certain health premiums on a pretax basis.
Two, the repeal or reform of Social Security’s
onerous Government Pension Offset (GPO)
and Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP)
(H.R. 82/S. 206). Despite 292 House and 56
Senate cosponsors, Premium Conversion
legislation still needs 50 House and 8 Senate
cosponsors to match previous levels of
support. Perhaps due to more active coalition
partners, NARFE-supported Social Security
legislation (GPO/WEP Repeal) has reached
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an historic high in terms of cosponsor, 336 in
the House and 34 in the Senate. The new
year will find NARFE and like-minded allies
continuing to press for ways and means of
achieving these two objectives.

By the time you see this newsletter, you
should have received the 2007 COLA in your
pension/annuity. As reported in NARFE’s Dec
magazine CSRS annuitants and social
security beneficiaries should see a 2.3 percent
adjustment, and a 2 percent boost should be
added for FERS disability retirees and
survivors, as well as those 62 or older. FECA
benefits, paid due to on the job injuries or
illnesses, are calculated on a calendar year
basis. As a result, the next COLA for these
former federal workers cannot be computed
until the Dec 2007 consumer price news is
released on Janl16, 2008.

As the rest of the country moves into a new
calendar year, members of Congress remain,
for the most part, stuck in the last fiscal year.
All this is due to their inability to find
agreement among themselves and peace with
the President on spending levels for the fiscal
year. A continuing resolution keeps the
government operating into the new calendar



year, with most appropriation bills still held 2008, scheduled mostly 4-day weeks. Weeks

hostage among the nation’s politicians. beginning with Monday evening floor votes will
end on Thursday. To accommodate travel
Plan Ahead amid presidential and congressional primaries,
For the sixth consecutive year, March will be  nine weeks will begin with Tuesday evening
NARFE-PAC month. Discussion and floor votes and work through Friday. Only

explanation of the political action committee three weeks will be five days of session.

and it's importance to NARFE's is needed All Friday sessions are planned for 1/18, 2/8,

too many federal retirees do not understand 2/15, 3/14, 6/6, 6/20, 6/27, 7/11, 7/25, 8/1, 8/8

the why’s and how’s of NARFE-PAC. and 9/26. (The ones in bold mark the five day
weeks.

As a point of information, the House has, for

HISTORIAN

Couple of years ago | read in the newsletter that | was the Historian. Not really, we
volunteered to keep the Historian Books because we had space to store them. None
the less, | have endeavored to clean them up, sort out stuff and make some order of
the photo albums. | know some of you volunteered to take a book or two and re-do
them, for that | thank you. | will attempt to bring one or two albums to the Savannah
reunion, but no more. Postage is becoming too expensive to ship very many. Plus we
also have become custodians of the Wings and Plaque, in case you wonder where they
are.

Lois Shaw — Keeper of Stuff

OUR WEBPAGE.....www.faa-fsr.com

Check out our webpage! We've got our history and bylaws there. Also you'll
find information about our upcoming reunion — and pictures from our past
reunions.

Have you seen the pictures of our previous reunions there? There are both Webmaster
pictures and slideshows. Gene Haldas

Read the tongue-in-cheek “The FAA Inspector — What a Man” at the end of the web page
labeled “About Us”. It is cute.

MORE ABOUT SAVANNAH

Savannah over the years has become the fictional ho  me of some of the silver
screen’s most memorable movies  including “Forrest Gump,” “Roots,” “Gator,”
“Glory,” “Something to Talk About,” “Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil,” “Forces
of Nature,” “The General’'s Daughter,” and the Robert Redford golf epic, “Legend of
Bagger Vance.” Hollywood loves Savannah because its beautiful Historic District and
Low Country landscape make an instant movie set. While in Savannah take a movie
tour and see the sights featured in some of pop culture’s favorite films.

February 11, 2008
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PASS — SAFETY CONCERNS AT MAINTENANCE OUTSOURCING S UMMIT
Inadequate Staffing Levels and Lack of Resources Crippling Inspectors Ability to
Adequately Oversee Airline Industry

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Today, theProfessional Aviation Safety Specialists (PASS), AF

ClO, the union that represents more than 11,000 FApleyees, including aviation safety
inspectors, participated in the 2008 Aircraft Mamance Outsourcing Summit. The summit,
which was hosted by the Business Travel Coalitimh laternational Brotherhood of Teamsters,
was an opportunity for several members of the mnatommunity to come together and discuss
the outsourcing practices of the U.S. airline induand the increased use of foreign repair
stations. PASS Regional Vice Presideimda Goodrich served as a panel member and
highlighted several areas of concern regarding Ee&érsight of outsourced maintenance.

Her remarks follow:

“More and more major air carriers are outsour@antical maintenance work to non-certificated
domestic and overseas facilities, which are nojesuibo the same level of oversight, scrutiny
and inspections as certificated repair stationsS®And the inspector workforce we represent
have serious safety concerns regarding this esoglaend and the FAA's ability to oversee the
outsourced work.

“While the FAA is outsourcing much of its oversigh the airlines, it is allowing its inspector
workforce to shrink through attrition. Currently) percent of inspectors will be eligible to retire
over the next several years. The FAA has done mgtini address the staffing situation and is
ignoring industry expert’s warnings that an inceshmspector workforce is crucial to maintain
adequate oversight of the airline industry. PASSrepeatedly warned the FAA that it must
take steps to significantly boost its inspectorkfmrce to meet the demands of the aviation
industry. Instead, the FAA is choosing to cut bankederal government oversight, promoting
self regulation of the industry. In keeping witlistfailed logic, the FAA neglected to include
funding to hire additional inspectors in its FY 80fudget request.

“The House version of the FAA reauthorization BHlLR. 2881) contains a number of
provisions to address PASS’s concerns regardingactirmaintenance, including oversight of
foreign repair stations, inspector staffing anduke of non-certificated repair facilities. This
legislation is critical to the safety of the flyipgiblic, and we are hopeful that it will be enacted
so that we can continue to defend this countrypsit&tion as having the safest aviation system
in the world.”

HiHt

PASS represents more than 11,000 employees ofthefRd the DOD who install, maintain, support
and certify air traffic control and national defensquipment, inspect and oversee the commercial and
general aviation industries, develop flight proceskiand perform quality analyses of the aviation
systems. The PASS website igatv.passnational.org
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