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Flight Standards Retirees 
November 2008 

 

50 YEARS -A HISTORY OF U.S. AVIATION REGULATION 
1926 - President Calvin Coolidge signed The Air Commerce Act of 1926.  
It established an Aeronautics Branch in the Department of Commerce and 
marked the start of Federal Government’s regulation of Civil Aviation. 

1929 – The lighting of the transcontinental airway is completed. 

1930 – The first radio-equipped control tower is at Cleveland Municipal 
Airport. 

1946 – The first radar-equipped control tower is at Indianapolis. 

1958 – The FAA Act of 1958 creates the new Federal Aviation Agency. 

1959 – The FAA issues airworthiness certificates for the B-707 and DC-8. 

1967 – The FAA becomes an “Administration” (vice Agency) and is incorporated into the DOT. 

What it was like ��  
Some of our group was working for the FAA when it was adsorbed into the DOT.  In our Flight Standards 
specialty (it was years before I learned that we were the Flight Standards Service) we had Flight 
Inspection and we had the people who designed and created our instrument approaches ��    the Flight 
Procedures specialists. Both of those groups are now a part of the ATO, i.e., the Air Traffic Organization.  
Flight Standards field offices, back then, were divided into General Aviation District Offices (GADOs) 
and Air Carrier District Offices (ACDOs).  Back then the GADO’s operations inspectors (ASI(O)) 
actually went flying with applicants for a private pilot certificate and tested the applicant’s skill and 
knowledge as justifying the award of a pilot certificate.  Today this is done by having the applicant go to a 
FAA-designated PILOT EXAMINER.  Back then the applicant had to demonstrate a stall; today the 
demonstration is of an “approach to a stall”. The result is that today we have pilots flying who have never 
really experienced a stall.  Tailspins were eliminated from pilot training early in our generation.  The 
airplanes that came off the production lines were almost entirely a category of airplanes that was restricted 
from spinning.  Today an operations inspector in a Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) is still 
supposed to give the first test that an applicant must take for obtaining a Certified Flight Instructor (CFI) 
certificate.  The CFI certificate is the only one that requires the demonstration of a tailspin.  Even that, 
however, has been reduced to having a logbook entry that the applicant has tailspin experience in his 
training.  The FSDO’s ASI(O) never sees the CFI applicant enter and recover from a tail spin. In most 
cases in fact, the FSDO’s inspectors have obtained an exemption from administering the CFI Practical 
Test.  Along with the other tests, the CFI tests are administered, with some exceptions, by FAA 
designated pilot examiners. 

On the airline side of the operation, the ACDO’s ACI(O) types used to give every test for an airline’s 
Airline Transport Pilots when they required a type rating in the company’s airplanes.  This was for those 
moving from copilot to captain and for those captains moving to new airplanes.  It was done in the 
company’s airplanes, and the 50% engine out approach could be challenging to one’s nerves.  In the 
1980’s we moved into the use of simulators for the big airplanes.  It was a big move.  Bigger was the 
cutback in the ASI(O)’s responsibility for the pilot type ratings and proficiency checks.  We gave that job 
to the airline company’s designated check pilots.  More and more, the Flight Standards work has been 
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drawn into the task of taking care of the paperwork required to oversee the designees who now represent 
the Flight Standards Service. 

On the airworthiness side we’ve seen similar changes.  Once our ASI(A/W) inspectors were expected to 
review and approve Field Approvals for repairs and changes to aircraft.  Just as on the operations side of 
things, the airworthiness inspectors have given up much of the “old-time” tasks to have them done by 
designees.  Certification of an A & P mechanic is done by a designated mechanic examiner.  Then there 
are Designated Manufacturing Inspector Representatives, who, among other things, take care of export 
certificates, and there are Designated Airworthiness Representatives, and a myriad of Designated 
Engineering Representatives.   

We used to think of the FAA as being primarily Flight Standards, Airports, ATC, and Airways Facilities 
(with supporting services from Personnel (HR), Legal, Logistics, and Accounting).  Today, almost 
everything of consequence in the FAA has been rolled into the new (several years old) Air Traffic 
Organization.  Airways Facilities is now under the ATO organization, as is ATC.  The ATO has 6 or 7 
vice presidents and a lot of organizational and staffing problems.   

The FAA is now 50 years from its reorganization when it was the CAA.  It just doesn’t sound like the job 
satisfaction we experienced is there any more.  jk 

 

SAVANNAH REUNION WAS GREAT!  
  FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
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We’ve finished a wonderful 2008 reunion.  My thanks to 
Mary, my wife, for her assistance in making our reunion in 
Savannah memorable.  I also want to thank the hotel for 
their fine accommodations and service.  Although hotel 
renovations required our hospitality room to be switched to 
the Center Ballroom, the accommodations worked out 
okay.  Lois and Bud Shaw did a lot of assisting in hosting 
our hospitality room, especially in opening up early and 
hanging around and closing late. I, and all of those in 
attendance, thank them for their services. 

Jack Kenton has agreed to remain as Newsletter Editor. He 
did not attend our reunion in Savannah; however, he 
submitted a report of the New Members Committee's 
efforts, which he chairs. The report was read into the record 
of our Board of Directors meeting, Monday, Sept 22.        

The Paula Deen Tour on Monday included lunch at 
UNCLE BUBBA'S OYSTER HOUSE��   mentioned on 
Paula Deen's Food Network show as featuring some of the 
low country's best food.  The tour gave us a peek into the 
life of this famous southern cooking entrepreneur.  We 

visited a few of the shops that Paula 
frequented, and still showcases, on her way 
to establishing her place, THE LADY AND 
SONS, as one of the most popular 
restaurants in Savannah.  The tour included 
a voucher for VIP at THE LADY AND 
SONS RESTAURANT.  The tour took us 
through the Historic District and the 
Bethesda Boys Home, which included the 
chapel where Paula and Mike were married.  
The tour continued through adjacent 
communities of Thunderbolt and Sandgnat 
[Sandfly]. Sandgnat and its baseball team 
are named for the pesky “no see'ims” in the 
Savannah area. 

Entertainment on Monday night during our 
buffet was provided by Gary 
Maurer(magician) who was excellent. We 
also had cake for Frank and Gloria Kellogg 
who were celebrating their 60th wedding 
anniversary.      
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On Tuesday we toured THE MIGHTY EIGHTH AIR 
FORCE HERITAGE MUSEUM.  This museum is 
dedicated to honoring the courage and commitment of more 
than 350,000 members of the EIGHTH AIR FORCE from 
World War II to the present. Many do not realize the losses 
that were suffered by the men assigned to these missions 
from England: 26,000 were killed and another 20,000 
became POWs.  'The EIGHTH AIR FORCE was activated 
as a headquarters detachment of the US Army Air Corps in 
January 1942, stationed at the old National Guard Armory 
on Bull Street in Savannah GA.  Its mission was to carry 
out strategic bombing of German targets in occupied 
Europe and in the German homeland, along with the British 
Royal Air Force Bomber Command....     

'The British carpet-bombed target areas by night while the 
American EIGHTH AIR FORCE conducted precision 
bombing of targets in daylight.  Fighter escorts of the 
EIGHTH AIR FORCE flew sorties enabling the bombers to 
reach their targets....      

'In conducting this bombing campaign, the EIGHTH AIR 
FORCE played the major role in disrupting Germany's war 
economy and transportation system and the eventual 
destruction of Hitler's Nazi Germany.  The EIGHTH AIR 
FORCE participated in the preparation for D-Day; its 
planes bombed German defenses and missile sites and flew 
special operations to support resistance fighters and Allied 
ground troops.  At the end of the war the EIGHTH AIR 
FORCE flew many humanitarian missions, dropping food 
and supplies to beleaguered civilians. 

'With the unconditional surrender of Germany on May 7, 
1945, the EIGHTH AIR FORCE was sent to Okinawa in 
the Pacific to fly B-29 Superfortresses for the planned 
invasion of Japan.  World War Two ended before the 
EIGHTH AIR FORCE entered combat in the Pacific 
theater of operations and the unit returned to the United 
States.'      

In our general meeting on Wednesday, San Diego was 
selected as our reunion city for 2010; Paul Van Emmerik 
was elected as our Vice President for 2009 and Bernard 
'Bernie' Lockert was elected Secretary/Treasurer. 

Chris Chandler provided music for dinner and dancing on 
Wednesday evening. Mr. Chandler reminded one of Beatle 
Paul McCartney.  Mr. Chandler was surprised that our 
group was comfortable dancing without percussion 
instruments. 

The following are excerpts from "AN OPEN 
LETTER TO THE FLIGHT STANDARDS RE- 
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Gene Haldas, our Webmaster, seconds that suggestion 
because he would like to see more of our members visit our 
website, www.faa-fsr.com.      

With storms threatening the Atlantic and Gulf coasts and 
"Ike" preventing some from attending, the weather in 
Savannah was fabulous.  We were informed by our Paula 
Deen Tour Guide that the last direct hurricane hit on 
Savannah was in 1979.      

All members are encouraged to purchase 
permanent sturdy plastic name tags.  Please 
send requests for tags to Lois Shaw, P O 
Box 2065, Port Angeles, WA 98362.  
Requests are accepted by telephone 
(360)452-6374 and your I.O.U.'s are 
welcomed.  You can settle your accounts 
with Lois when convenient.  The old semi-
permanent name tags with the flexible 
plastic coverings will be retired. If you have 
one, it may still be used; however, such tags 
will be discontinued in the registration 
packets we usually receive.       

Thank you for your attention and action on 
these items. 

Arthur Hayes, FSR President

 
 
FSR reunion attendee's 
 
Ayton, Bill & Jane 
Bartock, Mary Alice  
Burge, Charley & Gladys    
(guests: Windsor  
 & Margie Llewellyn) 
Bussard, Willard & Betty 
Chartier, Rejean & Joann 
Cleak, Ginny 
Creed, Ginnie, Tom & Rosa 
Cunningham, Alan & Linda  
(guest: Carla Bryant) 
Davison, Becky 
Downes, Finley &  Shirley Bever 

Farnella, Ruth 
Gardiner, Hal & Eileen Reynolds 
Haase, Elisabeth 
Haldas, Gene & Marina 
Hayes, Arthur & Mary 
Hightower, Bob & Louise 
Kellogg, Frank & Glori 
Kemp, Shirland & Louise 
Lockert, Bernie & Lora 
McClain, Mac & Nancy 
O'Berry, Lee & Sara 
Poole, Joe & Eva 
Quinones, Al & Conchi 

Ryals, Ernie & Betty 
Schwartz, Bob & Susan 
Shaw, Bud & Lois 
Sternecker, Bob & Jeanne 
Toomey, Bob & Sheila 
Tyson, Don & Virginia Maines 
Uhrin, George & Mattie 
Van Emmerick, Paul  
 & Elaine Fisher 
Vaughan, John & Patsy 
Vogel, John & Polly 
White, Don & Betty 

 
The following are members that canceled��  either due to weather, sickness or other obligations: John 
Allegra, Ben Carella, Rick Cremer, Judy Phillips, John Humfleet, Wily Knighton & Ansel Winham, 
 
Lois Shaw 
 

SECRETARY/TREASURER INPUT 
In August I sent out 121 dues reminder cards to our members         �������������                       
who our records showed had not paid their dues for 2008, and =�
�:�0��@����.. , Jr. 
as this is being written in late October, 57 have yet to respond.   7�9��;�5��!�#               
I won’t repeat all the names here, but if everyone reading this          =���%����8��#C�!#  
would turn to the page with the mailing label and look for the             ��!"����$C!�C  
expires date and it is 2007, you have not paid for 2008! Those           -
�%.�
.��
��
�&
���'��  
who still have not paid by August 2009 will be dropped from membership. 
  



 5 

I will be turning over the Secretary/Treasurer job to Bernard P Lockert as of January 1, 2009. Dues, 
mailing address changes, etc should be sent to me until about December 20th. After that time, send all such 

things to Bernie. His address is 5087 So. Barley Way, Gilbert, AZ 85297. I have known 
Bernie since the early 70s, when we were both in the GADO at Broomfield, CO. He is a past 
president of FSR so he knows how things should work, and I know he will do a good job. I 
appreciate very much that Bernie was willing to take on this job. Three years is about enough. 
  
The FSR Roster will be up-dated next March, so if you have changed any of your contact 

information and not told us, now is the time to do it if you want the roster to reflect your correct email 
address, phone number, etc. If you are not sure, send it in and let us check it out. 
  
We had a great time at the Savannah reunion. Art and Mary Hayes had things set up very well. There 
were a couple of tours that we enjoyed, the banquets were very nice, and there was enough time in 
between to talk to our old friends and meet some new ones. On a personal note, Gloria and I want to give 
a special thank you to all the attendees at the Savannah reunion. We were celebrating our 60th wedding 
anniversary and they helped us do it with a big beautifully decorated cake and a pretty card that everyone 
signed. It was such a surprise and we appreciated the thought so much. Thank you all again.  
  

Frank Kellogg  
Secretary/Treasurer 
 
 

  VP’s CORNER
� � ������
��� � � �
� � ��!�=�5�A������������!C�
� � A
��%�8��������C���!$�����
� �  D�C"���!$!��!�
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Well, for those of you that  
haven’t been keeping track, our planning 
 for the 2009 reunion is pretty much in place.   
We will be in South Dakota, in Rapid City, at the 
Rushmore Plaza Holiday Inn.  The dates are from  
Thurs,10 Sept, when we register, until Sunday evening,  
13 Sept, with our ending dinner (and our coffee & donuts 
the morning of 14 Sept).  This will be something different 
for us as we typically hold our reunions in the more  
populated parts of the U.S.   
 
In the region around our reunion city is Mount Rushmore, 
the Devils Tower ( movie: “Close Encounters of the Third Kind”), the “Badlands”, and even the Wall 
Drug Store (drivers will see signs).  We won’t go to all of these places, but a tour bus is planned that, for 
Friday, will take us to the Air & Space Museum at nearby Ellsworth AFB and another tour (Saturday) will 
take us to Mt. Rushmore, the Crazy Horse Monument, and Custer State Park.  Sunday’s touring is planned 
as a visit to the historic gambling town of Deadwood.  
 

Unless the economy gets a lot worse, we can expect that there will still be airline service into Rapid City 
(actually, the bad economy is bringing down the cost of fuel and the airlines look like they may do better).  
Start planning your 2009 year of travel and see how this can fit into your schedule. 
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� WHEN YOUR HUT'S ON FIRE ��
 

Who do you trust?  Family members are trustworthy - usually.  Friends are trustworthy - often.  But 
sooner than later, some or probably all the people in your life will let you down or steer you 
wrong.  Thankfully, God is more than just another someone.  His trustworthiness is flawless, His record 
perfect.  When He makes a promise, He keeps it.  God is completely true to His Word - and He always 
has been. God is always at work in our lives even in what seems to be the most difficult of times, for 
instance is your hut is on fire? The story goes like this; the only survivor of a shipwreck was washed up 
on a small, uninhabited island.  He prayed feverishly for God to rescue him.  Every day he scanned the 
horizon for help, but none seemed forthcoming.  Exhausted, he eventually managed to build a little hut 
out of driftwood to protect himself from the elements, and to store his few possessions.  One day, after 
scavenging for food, he arrived home to find his little hut in flames, with smoke rolling up to the sky.  He 
felt the worst had happened, and everything was lost.  He was stunned with disbelief, grief, and anger. He 
cried out, "God, how could you do this to me?"  Early the next day, he was awakened by the sound of a 
ship approaching the island! It had come to rescue him! "How did you know I was here?" asked the weary 
man of his rescuers.  "We saw your smoke signal," they replied.  
 
                                                            THE MORAL OF THIS STORY  
 
It's easy to get discouraged when things are going bad, but we should never lose heart, because God is at 
work in our lives, even in the midst of our pain and suffering.  Remember that the next time your little hut 
seems to be burning to the ground.  It just may be a smoke signal that summons the Grace of God.  
 
Your Chaplain  
Lois Shaw 
�

OUR SAVANNAH REUNION  �   Minutes of  our meetings there  
Executive Board Meeting  9/22/08  

The meeting was opened by President Art Hayes at 
7:50 AM.  

The attendees were Art Hayes, Frank Kellogg, Lois 
Shaw, Bud Shaw, Gene Haldas, Bob Hightower, 
Bob Toomey, and Bill Ayton.  

A prayer was given by Chaplain Lois Shaw.  

A discussion was held concerning our falling 
membership. President Art read a statement from 
Jack Kenton, Chair of the New Member Committee 
that he had appointed as Jack was not able to attend 
the Savannah reunion and give his report in person. 
Jack’s report follows:  

 

New Member Committee Efforts – Summer 2008  

Having been asked to chair a committee for recruiting new members, I first went out to see where I could get some 
active participation so that there would be more to the committee than just myself.  I probably contacted about 10 
persons and got some useful action from two.  Susan Yagoda-Hughes, out of Washington HQ, and Lou Seldon, from 
a FSDO, are the two that are working with me.  

At the beginning, Susan stated that we did not have anything to give prospective members that would explain who 
and what the FSR is.  To correct that, she drafted a brochure-type of explanation that we could use. It was Susan 
that then suggested that we try to involve the labor union, PASS which represents the Flight Standards and Flight 
Inspection groups, to put out some information in their union publications to tell their members about our 
FSR.  This was a good idea and I did contact and get agreement from their publications people to give us some 
publicity.  Susan’s write-up about the FSR was the basis for what we sent to the PASS offices.  They put it on page 
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14 of their May June, issue, a copy of the entire newsletter is attached.  (As it is a password-protected PDF 
document, we can’t just extract a paragraph or page.)  

In order to make ourselves better known in the Flight Standards Service, Lou Seldon, who is in the DFW area, has 
contacted some of the FSDO people and Frank Kellogg, at Lou’s request, has arranged to send them a copy of our 
newsletter. Hopefully this will help people to know about the FSR.  

Here in California, I have called and personally visited with the W-P Region’s remnants of the Human Resources 
Division.  There is still a group there and they have taken our “Who we are” information and have promised to 
make it a part of the pre-retirement programs that they present.  I have also had brief conversations with the 
region’s Administrator, Bill Withycombe, and he has stated that he plugs our group whenever he has the occasion 
to talk to members of the Flight Standards Service.  

The one thing that I am not pursuing is the recruitment of those who have been long-retired.  In my opinion, these 
are persons who, even if they were to join, would not likely be active in preserving and strengthening our group. 
We could still use some help in the areas of FAA retirees in areas where they have retired.  There are probably 
groups in FL, or near NYC, Boston, and Atlanta, that could be mined for members.  The question is how to identify 
them and get our message to them.  Aviation groups and sometimes local newspapers reach out.  Our committee 
has not yet learned how to access those resources. ---   By Jack Kenton, Chair    

 

 Bud Shaw, Chair of the officer nominating 
committee, reported negative results in obtaining 
candidates for officer positions for 2009. He is still 
working on it.   

A discussion was held concerning sending copies 
of the roster, which is due to be published next 
March, only by email to members who have email 
addresses. After some discussion it was decided 
that we would notify those with email, that unless 
they stated that they wanted a paper copy of the 
roster, all they would get would be an email copy. 
A motion was made and passed to that effect.   

A possibility of sending our newsletters to all the 
Flight Standards District Offices was discussed. It 
was brought out that some of our new members 
had stated that they only became aware of our 
organization by accident and believed that it would 

be advantageous to get more information out to the 
Flight Standards employees in the field. It was 
decided to take this matter up more in detail at our 
next meeting.   

President Art read an Open Letter to the Flight 
Standards Retirees from John Vaughan, our last 
remaining founding member. John indicated that he 
had some concerns about the way our organization 
was headed and suggested some things that he 
thought we should do about it. This item will be 
discussed further in our next meeting.  

I stated that I would not be a candidate for a fourth 
year as Secretary/Treasurer of FSR. I know that 
Bud Shaw is looking for a replacement.  

With that the meeting adjourned.   

Reported by Frank Kellogg, Secretary/Treasurer 
  

 

General Meeting 9/22/08

The meeting was called to order at 9:05 AM by 
President Art Hayes.  

Chaplain Lois Shaw gave a prayer.  

Bud Shaw and John Vaughan told stories while we 
were getting tables set up.  

President Art Hayes discussed the board meeting 
that was held earlier that morning and invited past 
presidents to attend future board meetings.  

Bud Shaw, Chair of the new officer search 
committee, discussed the need for volunteers to fill 
the position of Vice-President. Bud also mentioned 
that we would need a replacement 
Secretary/Treasurer for 2009 since I did not want 
to continue in that position for a fourth year.  

President Art opened the discussion on cities in the 
western United States the members would like to 
visit in 2010. John Vaughan suggested Oklahoma 
City, but since that is not in the part of the country 
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established for consideration, it was not listed. The 
following western cities were nominated. The first 
round votes (where each member can vote for as 
many cities as they want) are listed after each city 
named:  

Anchorage, AK  16  San Diego, CA 34 
Modesto, CA      2  Boise, ID          18 
Las Vegas, NV  27  Phoenix, AZ     19 
Portland, OR     27  Santa Fe, NM   26 
Spokane, WA  
 

A vote was then held to reduce the number of cities 
to three from which the winning city would be 
selected at our next meeting. 

The cities and their votes are as follows: 

San Diego, CA  33 
Las Vegas, NV  19 
Santa Fe, NM    25  
 

At our next meeting the person nominating each of 
these three cities would be asked to give the 
membership some information on them.  

President Art discussed the next days activities It 
was moved and seconded that the meeting be 
closed. 

       Reported by Frank Kellogg, Secretary/Treasurer 
 

Executive Board Meeting 9/24/08  

The meeting was opened by President Art Hayes at 
7:50 AM 

The attendees were Art Hayes, Don Tyson, Lois 
Shaw, Bud Shaw, Bob Hightower, Finley Downes, 
John Vaughan, Paul Van Emmerik, Lee O’Berry, 
Bob Toomey, Gene Haldas, Bernie Lockert, Buzz 
Bussard, Frank Kellogg.  

A prayer was given by Chaplain Lois Shaw.   

Bud Shaw, Chair of the Officer Nominating 
Committee, report that Paul Van Emmerik had 
agreed to be nominated as Vice President, and 
Bernie Lockert had agreed to be nominated as 
Secretary/Treasurer for 2009. A discussion was 
held concerning the desirability of having the 
president in a given year be from the area of the 
country in which the reunion will be held.   

Don Tyson gave Art his general plan for the 
reunion at Rapid City, SD which will begin 
September 10, 2009. Art read the plan and it was 

discussed. Don said he would discuss the Rapid 
City reunion at the general meeting.   

A discussion was held regarding the item in Jack 
Kenton’s New Member Committee report 
regarding sending copies of our newsletter to the 
Flight Standards District Offices. It was decided 
that the Secretary/Treasurer will set up a mailing 
list to send the newsletter to all FSDOs. Also an 
email will be sent to each district office chief 
informing them that the newsletter is coming and 
asking them to circulate it to all their Flight 
Standards personnel.   

We discussed the need for all existing members to 
be more open and available and to make our new 
members feel welcome to FSR.   

It was moved and seconded that the meeting be 
closed.  

Reported by Frank Kellogg, Secretary/Treasurer 

 
General Meeting 9/24/08  
The meeting was called to order by President Art 
Hayes at 9:03AM and a prayer was given by 
Chaplain Lois Shaw.   

Our traditional Memorial Service was conducted 
by Chaplain Shaw. She read a prayer and then read 
the names of those of our members whose passing 
we became aware of since our 2007 reunion. John 
Vaughan lit our two memorial candles, the first one 
representing those members we knew about and the 

second whose passing we are not yet 
aware Chaplain Shaw will have a article in the 
newsletter listing all the names she read.  

President Art started the process to finalize the city 
that we will visit on our 2010 reunion. The 
members who nominated San Diego, Las Vegas 
and Santa Fe were asked to give the members 
information on each city. Paul Van Emmerik spoke 
on San Diego, Gene Haldas, Las Vegas, and Nancy 
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McClain on Santa Fe. The members in attendance 
at the meeting voted as follows: San Diego, 37, 
Santa Fe, 9, and Las Vegas, 2. So in 2010 we will 
meet in San Diego, CA.   

President Art Hayes called on Bud Shaw to preside 
over the election of officers for 2009. Bud 
nominated Paul Van Emmerik for Vice-President 
and Bernie Lockert for Secretary/Treasurer. He 
asked if there were any nominations from the floor. 
Hearing none, Paul Van Emmerik and Bernie 
Lockert were approved by acclamation for their 
respective positions. Don Tyson, this year’s Vice-
President will automatically be elevated to 
President for 2009.  

Don Tyson discussed the Rapid City reunion. It 
will begin on Thursday Sept 10th. The following 

tours are tentatively set as follows: Ellsworth AFB 
on the 11th, the Rushmore and the Crazy Horse 
Monuments, and Custer State Park on the 12th, and 
Deadwood on the 13th and the farewell on the 14th.  

President Art discussed tonight’s dinner to be held 
in the Harbor View Room. We will have 
entertainment and six door prizes will be given. He 
also mentioned the farewell with coffee and rolls to 
be held in the hospitality room from 7:30 to 
10:00 in the morning. 

He called for a motion to conclude our meeting. 
One was made and seconded and the meeting was 
adjourned.   

Reported by Frank Kellogg, Secretary/Treasurer 
 

�
�

�

NEW MEMBERS!
James Esteppe   (Karen) 
109 Glendale Dr. 
Peachtree City, GA 30269 
(770) 487-0887 
jesteppe@bellsouth.net 
DOB 12/15/45 
AC-M/GS-M    0000-2006 
ALT RO 
 

George M. Uhrin  (Mattie) 
108 Putmans Head 
Peachtree City, GA 30269 
(678) 371-4384 
gmumsu@aol.com 
DOB 2/45 
AC-O/GA-O    1974-2005 
Work locations DLT FSDO  ALT RO  ATL FSDO 
  

 
CHANGES 
New email/phone: 
  
John Vogel     pollyvjogel@aol.com 
  
John Humfleet   jhfleet2@bellsouth.net 
  
Burton R. Drum,   captbrdr@aol.com 
  
Robert A. Enoch, Jr.  rlenoch@verizon.net 
 
Philip R. Cramer  phone  (214) 987-1747 
 
Howard R. McCullough  phone (817) 763-0416 
 
Leroy A. Keith   phone  (206) 418-6719 
 
Art E. Pearsall phone (740) 687-2485 
Cell phone (760) 822-5318 
aepearsall@aol.com 
  
Ernest F. Delman  phone (405) 359-8935 
  

Gene C Berrier  phone (817) 579-7752 
ksrta@charter.net 
 

New Addresses: 
 

Elisabeth C. Ault-Meyers 
325 Willow Dr. 
Newtown, PA 18940-2450 
215-375-2175 
westwindbay@verizon.net 
 

Paul S. Donohoe 
(406) 656-4803 
raedo34@yahoo.com 
 

Bob and Linda Enoch 
14531 S 182 Dr. 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
(623) 234-4591 
zusadelila@gmail.com 
  
Albert S. Greenberg 
100 Lockwood Lane 
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Scotts Valley, CA 95066 
(831) 440-9034 
alyrpal@att.net 
 
 Jack A. Milavic   (Sylvia) 
2933 N.W. 160 St. 
Edmond, OK 73013 
(405) 844-0866 
jmaverick@att.net 
 

Burdette "Ben" Thompson 
3435 Fox Run Lane 
Spearfish, SD 57783 
(605) 722-4268 
(605) 641-0579 Cell 
cveazie@rushmore.com 
  
 
  

 

The follow address changes were received from the Post Office: 
 
 Barbara Abels 
13827 Olathe Rd. 
Apple Valley, CA 92307-5532 
   

Wayne J. Barlow 
460 Windwalker Trl. 
Stevensville, MT 59870-6011 
 

Merrill N. Cross Esq 
10  2nd St.  Apt. 1 
Taunton, MA 02780-7043 
  
Elizabeth Cummins 
2250 Shamrock Ln. 
Troy, OH 45373-2385 

 
Sara E. Menard 
12204 Bywater Rd. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73170-4769 
 
  

Pat Ost 
401 S. Platte Clay Way  Apt 1003 
Kearney, MO 64060-7626 
  
 
Arthur E. Pearsall 
228 E. Mulberry St. 
Lancaster, OH 43130-3163 
  

Walter R. Pless 
1445 Laurelhurst Rd. 
Trail, OR 97541-9604 
  
Charles Schuck  (Janet) 
4320 Forest Hill Dr. Apt. 115 
Fairfax, VA 22030 
(703) 281-3810 
email  cjschuck@cox.net 
  
Tonya Leibold 
P. O. Box 26172 
Shawnee Mission, KS 66225-6172 

 
The following member asked 
that her membership be 
canceled: 

  
Evelyn Morrissey 
23053 Westchester Blvd. Apt. 1205 
Pt. Charlotte, FL 33980-8474 
  

NEWS 
 GONE WEST 
 
Robert H. Barnes, unknown to us, Robert died at home in Battle Creek, MI, back in October  2005. He 
served in the U.S. Air Force and later was employed as a flight instructor for Muncie Aviation, 1957-
1962.  He was with the FAA in Battle Creek, MI, 1962-1989.    
 
Robert L. Henley died on 5/1/07. His wife, Ruby, survived him. 
 
James W. Brown Jr. passed away July 13, 2007. We’ve just received the information from Mrs. Harriett 
Brown. 
 

Dean Worthy, the wife of Noel L. Worthy, passed away on September 14, 2007. They had been married 
for 66 years. Their son, Gary Worthy, also a FSR member, informed us of his loss. Noel is 87 years of age 
and is doing well and enjoys reading the newsletter and looks forward to receiving it.   
 
William Treece passed away on July 30, 2008.  His daughter, Charlotte Kraus, was good enough to 
inform us. William had been in a care facility for 2 1/2 years. His wife pre-deceased him.  
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Douglas Adair McCartha died on 16 May 2008.  His wife, Joyce, tells us that Douglas had, a few years 
after obtaining his pilot’s certificate, moved to Alaska to fly as a Bush Pilot.  In 1970, he changed that 
career path to join the FAA.  He started as a Flight Service Specialist in Fairbanks, AK, then became an 
Air Traffic Controller, and finally a pilot with Flight Inspection.  Douglas also served as a member of the 
Air National Guard.  He retired, as an active pilot, after 30 years to farm and raise horses. 
 
Leonard H. Pithan, of Charter Oak, IA, informed us that his wife, Peggy, passed away from lung cancer 
on June 25, 2008. She had been ill for the past 9 months. 
 
Joe Hobcroft, of Jupiter, FL, died peacefully on June 30.  He had suffered several years with Parkinson's 
Disease.   Joe flew DC-3s for the Standard Oil Company in Indonesia from the late 40’s into the 50’s.  He 
joined the FAA where he was with Flight Inspection in New York (early 60’s) and then was in Beirut, 
Lebanon.  In the late 60’s through the 70’s, Joe was back at JFK.  He transferred to the MIA Transport 
Aircraft Team in 1979, and retired in 1985.  Related to me by Annette Hobcroft, Joe's wife, by phone.   
Joe and I worked together for about 4 years in MIA.  He was a fine inspector and FAA employee.  He was 
a great guy.   I know he came with flight standards when it was still CAA.   And Joe was 91 years old. 
�
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FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT'S CORNER 
 Well, I sure did it this time.  I nominated San Diego for our next site to visit but little did 
anyone know that the charming Lois Shaw would come along and coo and cajole me into 
the Vice President’s position.  Actually I was about to volunteer for this position anyway 
but let her coo and coo and coo. It was very good for the old ego.  Now that I am elected, 
thanks to everyone for approving the nomination and we will do our best in making San 
Diego a big success.    

The last time I organized a reunion we had to compete with a nasty hurricane in New Orleans that flooded 
the hotel with four inches of water. Our side trip to the bayou was cancelled due to high water, which 
really didn’t matter as our money was returned and reinvested in the hospitality suite.  Since we really 
didn’t have much else to do, we just visited, laughed and had a good time. That taught me that 
camaraderie makes a good reunion.  Elaine is already planning the hospitality suite for San Diego.      
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During the nomination for San Diego, great weather was mentioned, in addition harbor tours with dinner 
and dancing, the wild kingdom safari, an aviation museum and a number of other items of interest.  There 
are numerous other things to do and any suggestion/s from you will be welcomed.  

Generally the second day is reserved for private trips/touring.  I prefer activities for all three days.  Let me 
know, it is your reunion!  My email address is vanemmerik@aol.com.     

We will begin planning the reunion early next year and look forward to your responses by February 
2009.  Hopefully, we will have more information in our next letter.  Let’s contact all our friends that have 
missed a few reunions and commit to San Diego.  See you there!  

Paul Van Emmerick 

Dues not Paid 
The following members have been dropped from our rolls as of 8-1-08 due to non-payment of 2007 dues.   
Frank 
 
Ellanor ANDERSON 
Robert H BARNES 
Robert K CROTHERS 
Guy T CROWE 
David C DETAMORE 
Laverne FAUBION 
Amelia C FLORER 
Alex FRIEDMAN 
Jacqueline GRIFFIN 
Melvin HOWELL 
H. Pat HUNTER 
Eileen T HUSSEY 

Marion JORDAN 
Sylvia MANEZ 
Marsha McANALLY 
Lulu MERRIMAN 
Albert C MICHAELS 
Frances MOLDENHAUER 
Joseph N. MONTEROSSO 
Samuel G PARSONS 
James L PENDERGAST 
Gary PERKINS 
Billy R RHODES 
Diane RUSSELL 

George C SACKETT 
Harvey F SANFORD 
Edwin B SCHAEFFER 
Robert F SCHWEITZER 
Charles D STEUBEN 
Marguerite THORNBURY 
Laura J. WEMHOENER 
Katherine WIEGEL 
George C ZAREMBA 
  

MEANING OF FOLDING THE FLAG 
By the time you see this, we will probably have already voted for our new president and Veteran’s Day, 
originally noted for the WW I Armistice of the 11th hour of the 11th day, of the 11th year, will have already 
come and gone. 

Do you know the meaning of the folding of a flag that is draped over a soldier's coffin?  Did you know 
that the 21-gun salute at military funerals stands for the sum of the numbers in the year 1776? 
Following if the explanation of each of the thirteen folds in the folding of the American Flag. 
 
The first fold is a symbol of life. 
The second fold is a symbol of belief in eternal life. 
The third fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veterans that gave a portion of their lives to attain 
peace throughout the world. 
The fourth fold represents the weaker nature, because as American citizens trusting in God, it is to Him 
we turn in times of peace, as well as in times of war, for his divine guidance. 
The fifth fold is a tribute to the country in dealing with other countries; whether right or wrong, it is still 
OUR country. 
The sixth fold is for where people's hearts lie--it is with their heart that they pledge allegiance to the flag. 
The seventh fold is a tribute to armed forces that protect our country and our flag. 
The eighth fold is a tribute to the mother of the veteran. 
The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood and mothers, for their faith, love, loyalty and devotion. 
The tenth fold is a tribute to the father for he has given his sons and daughters for the defense of their 
country since they were first born. 
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The eleventh fold represents the lower portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon, which is 
glorifying the God of Hebrews of the Old Testament. 
The twelfth fold represents God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit which is glorifying the 
God of the New Testament. 
The thirteenth fold, with the stars uppermost, reminds us of the nation's motto, "In God We Trust." 
Now that the flag is folded, it takes the appearance of a cocked hat reminding us of the soldiers that 
served under General George Washington. 
 

Federal Retirement  — LEARN ABOUT CHANGES   
 
Your federal retirement, life insurance, health benefits and other benefits can change from time to time, 
and the National Active and Retired Federal Employees (NARFE) keeps you abreast of those changes. 
In addition, your benefits can be different depending on whether you are covered by CSRS, CSRS Offset 
or FERS, and whether your FERS annuity has a CSRS component.  
 
OPM Announces Change for Flexible Spending Accounts  
In late June 2005, OPM announced that federal employees who have Flexible Spending Accounts 
(FSAs) will have an additional 2 ½ month grace period for charging non-reimbursable medical and child 
care expenses against calendar year FSA accounts. Under prior Treasury Department/Internal Revenue 
Service guidelines, if FSA accounts were not exhausted by the end of a calendar year, money remaining 
in the accounts was forfeited to the employees' agencies. A new Treasury/IRS ruling allows the 
additional grace period for flexible spending accounts for employers nationwide who adopt such 
programs for their workers. OPM extended this new ruling to the federal FSA program beginning with 
calendar year 2005.  
 
OPM Announces Change in FEHBP for Employees and Ret irees Returning from Active Duty 
Military Service  
By Benefits Administration Letter 05-402, June 28, 2005, OPM announced that military veterans who 
return from active military duty are allowed up to 180 days of transitional TRICARE coverage under P.L. 
108-375. As such, veterans who return to active civilian service for the federal government and federal 
civilian retirees who return from active military service are allowed 180 days transitional TRICARE 
coverage. Thus, P.L. 108-375 allows federal agencies and OPM to delay reinstatement of these 
veterans' FEHBP coverage until the TRICARE transition period has expired. Affected veterans must sign 
a waiver to postpone reinstatement of their FEHBP coverage. TRICARE is the health care delivery 
system for all active duty military personnel and retired military members.  
 
Employees vs. Retirees  
Did you know that federal retirees cannot participate in the Premium Conversion Program and the 
Flexible Spending Account Program as can currently employed federal employees? The premium 
conversion program allows employees to save about $400 per year by paying their FEHBP premiums 
with pre-tax dollars. The FSA program allows employees to set aside pre-tax dollars to pay for childcare 
expenses and out-of-pocket medical expenses not reimbursed by the FEHBP. Section 125 of the IRS 
Code does not permit retirees to participate in either the premium conversion or FSA programs.  
 
CSRS vs. CSRS Offset  
CSRS retirees are subject to the Social Security Government Pension Offset (GPO) program while 
CSRS Offset employees are not subject to the GPO. The GPO reduces a CSRS retiree's spousal or 
survivor Social Security benefits by $2 for each $3 of the CSRS retiree's annuity, totally eliminating the 
Social Security spousal or survivor benefit in most cases.  
 
Reductions in Social Security  
FERS retirees are not subject to the Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) because they contributed to 
Social Security during their entire employment under FERS. The WEP reduces the earned Social 
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Security of a worker, often by more than 50 percent if the worker also has a pension or retirement benefit 
that was not based on Social Security, such as CSRS or CSRS Offset. Some federal employees 
transferred to FERS with five or more years of federal service that was subject to Civil Service 
Retirement System rules. These employees receive FERS annuities with a CSRS component separately 
computed under CSRS rules. Because their CSRS employment was not subject to Social Security, their 
annuities are impacted by the WEP.   From NARFE��   www.narfe.org 

 

 

July 23, 2008  

PASS COMMENDS HOUSE PASSAGE OF AVIATION 
SAFETY ENHANCEMENT ACT  

Legislation Contains Improvements to Aviation Safety Practices at the FAA 

WASHINGTON, DC – The Professional 
Aviation Safety Specialists (PASS), AFL-
CIO, the union that represents over 11,000 
employees at the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) including aviation safety 
inspectors, is calling yesterday’s unanimous 
passage of the Aviation Safety Enhancement 
Act (H.R. 6493) a long overdue step in 
instilling real change at the FAA. The bill 
stems from the recent Inspector General (IG) 
report, which outlined several 
recommendations to the FAA in addressing 
safety issues, some of which the FAA refused 
to consider.  

“We commend House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee Chairman Jim 
Oberstar (D-Minn.), Ranking Member John 
Mica (R-Fla.), Aviation Subcommittee 
Chairman Jerry Costello (D-Ill.) and 
Subcommittee Ranking Member Thomas 
Petri (R-Wisc.) for taking the lead on 
addressing PASS’s concerns regarding 
serious safety lapses at the FAA,” said PASS 
President Tom Brantley . “Aviation safety 
inspectors feel very strongly that these steps 
will improve FAA oversight of the industry and 
increase safety for the traveling public. It’s 
time for the FAA to take its regulatory and 
enforcement role seriously and abandon its 
reckless ‘business as usual’ mentality.”  

Provisions of the bill include the following: 

·  Creation of an independent Aviation 
Safety Whistleblower Investigation 
Office within the FAA to receive and 
investigate safety complaints submitted 
by FAA employees or employees of 
certificated entities, and recommend 
appropriate corrective action to the 
FAA  

·  Modification of the FAA Customer 
Service Initiative (CSI) policy, which 
currently views entities regulated by 
the agency as “customers,” in order to 
make clear that the flying public is the 
customer  

·  Establishment of a two-year cooling-off 
period for FAA inspectors or persons 
responsible for FAA inspectors before 
they can act as an agent or 
representative before the FAA of a 
certificate holder that they oversaw 
during their service with the FAA  

·  Requirement to rotate supervisory 
principal inspectors between FAA 
airline oversight offices every five 
years  

·  Implementation of monthly reviews of 
the Air Transportation Oversight 
System (ATOS) database  

 



 15 

 
FLIGHT STANDARDS RETIREES INC.       

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

        DATE: __________________ 

  
 
 

NAME: __________________________________SPOUSE'S NAME:________________________________ 
 
           Renewing with changed contact information                                                     New membership 
 
 

 
ADDRESS: _________________________________ TELEPHONE:(        )__________________________ 
 
CITY:________________________ STATE: _____     ZIP CODE:___________ 
 

 
DOB (OPTIONAL) _____ _YEARS OF SERVICE_________________________________________________ 

                (YEAR STARTED)              (YEAR RETIRED)               (still working) 
 
TYPE AND CLASSIFICATION OF WORK* _____________________________________________________ 

WORK LOCATIONS:________________________ ____________________________________________ 
(CITIES, WASHINGTON OFFICE, REGIONS OR CENTERS) 

COMMENTS: __________________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:   

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF SUGGESTED MEMBERS 

  

ANNUAL DUES OF $10 ARE 
PAYABLE EACH JANUARY 1ST. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 

FLIGHT STANDARDS RETIREES INC 

SEND DUES TO SECRETARY-TREASURER 
ADDRESS: 

Bernard P Lockert  
5087 So. Barley Way 
Gilbert, AZ 85297   

*ABBREVIATIONS FOR TYPE OF CLASSIFICATION OF WORK ASSIGNMENT 

AC-A  AIR CARRIER AVIONICS  
AC-M  AIR CARRIER MAINTENANCE  
AC-O  AIR CARRIER OPERATIONS 
GA-A  GENERAL AVIATION AVIONICS 
GA-M  GENERAL AVIATION MAINTENANCE 
GA-O  GENERAL AVIATION OPERATIONS 
ENG  AIRCRAFT ENGINEERING AIRCRAFT 
MFG  MANUFACTURING 
 

AS-A   AIRCRAFT AVIONICS TECH 
AS-M   AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE  
AS-ET  AIRBORNE ELEC. TECH.  
AS-IP   AIRSPACE SYS INSPEC PILOT 
ADM    ADMINISTRATIVE, CLERICAL, 
              AND SECRETARIAL 
CAAG CIVIL AVIATION ADVISORY GROUP 
 ICAO   INT’L. CIVIL AVIATION ORG.  
OTHER _____ SPECIFY_________ 

 
(IF APPROPRIATE, MORE THAN ONE CODE MAY BE SHOWN) 

 

We invite our retired friends, as well as those still-working members of Flight Standards, Flight Inspection, and Flight Test 
to join the FSR organization. 
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